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GRAND CHEF DE GARE MIKE VANCE

Greetings, as this is being 
written Christmas is in the 
rearview mirror and the New 
Year is just a day or two 
away.  The last membership 
report that I saw had SOME 
good news in that there 
were only 2 Voitures in the 
Grande with 0%.  As usual 
there is always room, for im-
provement, but we still have 

the second half of this mem-
bership year to get there.  
The Grande De Illinois is cur-
rently at 68.19% with 806 
paid and 376 to go in order 
to make the 100% goal.  My 
reputation is what it is, and 
beyond being repaired LOL, 
but we do have a Sous Chef 
Chemin de Fer in the Grande 
this year, our own Ted Canel-
los, hoping for great things.  
Let’s finish the second half 
of the year strong and have 
a good showing for Ted and 
the 100th anniversary of the 
40 & 8.
The next priority, is organiz-
ing for the future with Petite 
Cheminot meetings.  The 
Petite Cheminot meeting 
must be conducted at least 
30 days prior to the Spring 
Cheminot.  Speaking of the 
Spring Grande Cheminot 
plans are currently being fi-
nalized for April 24 & 25th 

in Effingham.  The Grande 
Promenade is tentatively 
scheduled for the 26-28th of 
June at the Magnuson Hotel 
in Raymond.  Final details 
will be hammered out soon.
  I plan on making the rounds 
and attending a few local 
Promenades as my sched-
ule and weather and road 
conditions may dictate, one 
function that I plan on at-
tending is the Lincoln Birth-
day Pilgrimage in Springfield 
in February.
 With the 100th anniver-
sary of the 40 & 8 rapidly 
approaching, each Locale 
should be looking to do 
something special to mark 
the event.   I hope that Each 
Locale will try to do some-
thing special to commemo-
rate the 100th birthday of La 
Société.
Mike Vance
Grand Chef de Gare

GRAND COMMISSAIRE  
INTENDANT VICTOR J MARTINKA

Now that the busy 
Holiday Season is behind 
us let’s get back to work.  
Unfortunately, most of our 
Voitures are NOT 100% in 
Membership.  We ALL KNOW 
that Membership is the Life 
Blood of any organization. 
While we must Remember 
and Honor the Fact that 
Membership is by Invitation 
Only, We ALL can seek out 
and find eligible Veterans 
who should belong to the 
40&8. We are members 
because someone ASKED us 
to Join.  NOW it is Our Turn to 
ASK someone to JOIN

GREAT JOB Bob…The 
next time you talk to, e-mail 
or see Bob Cearlock…PLEASE 

Thank him for ALL the Hard 
Work and Efforts he has been 
doing getting out website 
up and running again. We 
must remember that this is 
2020 not 1920.  Times and 
things have changed. For 
some of us the computer 
can be challenging however 
it is here to stay. We must 
learn to Accept and Adapt. 
To attract New and Young 
Veterans we need to let 
them know we are a Viable 
Modern thinking Veterans 
Organization.

As of this writing, 
Donations for our 2020 
Calendar Program look good.  
As always remember we 
are NOT selling Calendars 
for $10.  We are asking for 
a $10 Donation to be used 
for 40 & 8 Programs.  Upon 
getting a donation offer 
them a calendar as our way 
of saying Thank You.  It 
also then enters them into 
our monthly Appreciation 
Drawing.  This is Not a raffle 
where once a number is 
selected it is all over.  Each 
number after being drawn 
goes back into the hopper.  
Every calendar number is 
available for every prize.  

Now that website is up 
and running again, I will 
be posting list of monthly 
winners for all to see.

The Spring Cheminot is 
set for the weekend of April 
24-25 in Effingham.  The 
Grand Promenade is set for 
the weekend of June 26-28 
in Raymond.  Our THANKS 
to those responsibility for 
making this possible.  Now is 
the time to start working on 
setting up our Fall Cheminot.  
To spread the travel distance 
by all it would be Great to 
see a Voiture from up North 
set up the Fall Cheminot.

Last but not least…the 
Nominations and Elections 
for 2020-2021 Officers will 
be here before you know it.  
Today we should be seeking 
candidates to fill these 
positions.  If you are not sure 
what the duties of an officer 
are, contact someone you 
know who has served in 
that capacity. I am sure you 
will find out that being an 
Officer does take some work 
on your part… BUT... The 
rewards and satisfaction are 
worth it in the end.
Victor J Martinka
Commissaire Intendant
Grand du Illinois

GRAND CORRESPONDANT, GRAND DIRECTEUR SPECIAL AWARDS

WALLY HAMMOND

Good Morning all;
     A New Year is here 

and I hope all of you are 
healthy, wealthy and wise! 
Healthy is the most import-
ant forget about the other 
two!

Illinois has been  very 
active in the Special Awards 
Program in the past and I 
hope we can keep our out-
standing participation going 
into 2020 and beyond!

The four Special 
Awards are; Law Officer of 

the Year (LOY), Hero of the 
Year (HOY), City, Town of 
the Year and Voyageur of the 
Year (VOY).

     To nominate a can-
didate, watch or listen to 
the media in your area and 
if someone has done an out-
standing deed, check into 
it and start the nomination 
process! It’s all outlined on 
the Nationale website. There 
are two required forms that 
MUST be filled out. Then you 
gather documentation to 
substantiate their actions. 
The more articles you can 
get the better! The nomi-
nations are first sent to the 
Grand Directeur (me) then 
a selection is made for each 
Award and submitted to Na-
tional for consideration of a 
National Award. Recognition 
of a job well done is import-
ant for all of us!

     If you have questions 
or need assistance, con-
tact me at 309-338-8332 or 
e-mail mrbear812@sbcglob-
al.net . It’s never too early to 
start! See you in Effingham!
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 Grande Voiture du Illinois
OFFICERS
2019 - 2020 

 GRAND CHEF DE GARE ................................ MICHAEL VANCE
 GRAND CHEF DE TRAIN ....................................... PAUL PARDO  
 CHEMINOT NATIONALE ................................... DWIGHT MOSS 
 GRAND COMMISSAIRE INTENDANT .... VICTOR MARTINKA
 GRAND AVOCAT ....................................... ROBERT CEARLOCK
 GRAND CORRESPONDANT ...................... WALLY HAMMOND
 GRAND AUMONIER .....................................CELESTE LATHAM

Illinois 40 et 8 News
The

The Illinois 40 et 8 News is the official publication 
of the Grande Voiture du Illinois and is published 
four times a year. Any changes or additions 
to the mailing list must be made to Voiture  
Nationale, La Societes des 40 Hommes et 8 
Chevaux, Voiture Nationale 250 E 38th Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46205.

Michael Vance - Grand Chef de Gare
Wally Hammond - Grand Correspondant 

Articles and Announcements To be Sent To;
Robert Cearlock - Le Editeur

PO Box 1782 • Mt. Vernon, IL

Spring Issue
ARTICLE CUTOFF DATE - February 1st 

Summer Issue
ARTICLE CUTOFF DATE -  May 1st 

 Fall Issue
ARTICLE CUTOFF DATE -  August 1st 

 Winter Issue
ARTICLE CUTOFF DATE -  November 1st 

FROM THE EDITEUR;
“The willingness with which our young people are likely 

to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly 
proportional as to how they perceive the veterans of other wars 
were Treated and Appreciated by their Nation”

-George Washington-
In the past few years since 

Nine-Eleven I have watched and 
listened as my Nation attempt-
ed to honor and welcome home 
the veterans of the Vietnam 
War and I wonder, why now?  
Do they think that they can 
really heal the psychological 
wounds that were dealt to us?  
Do they think that we were so 
badly traumatized by the Na-
tion we served that we need a 
special ceremony to ease their 
conscious?  I cannot speak for 
all my comrades but for me, 
it only opens old wounds and 
makes me uncomfortable.  If 
there is anything that we can 
be proud of as Veterans of that 
era it is that we answered the 
call of our country.  We served 
with honor without any hope of 
being honored.  We answered 
the call of our country’s elect-
ed leaders when others of our 
generation turned their backs 
and proudly proclaimed “Hell 
no, we won’t go”.  We came 
home to be greeted by pro-
test, anger and disrespect.  We 
were greeted, not by cheering 
crowds of flag waving citizens 
but by angry mobs throwing 
bricks and socks filled with fe-
ces.  We were not driven away 
in parades of open convertibles 
but spirited away in buses with 
wire mesh on the windows so 
the rocks couldn’t reach us.  But 
we survived and we even flour-
ished because of what we all 

felt we had fought for; DEMOC-
RACY.  We entered the work 
force, business, politics and all 
the other aspects of a free so-
ciety.  We exercised our rights 
as citizens and we even elected 
some of those who disrespect-
ed and slandered us as officials.  
For you see, what we fought 
for, regardless of what the his-
tory books say, was the Ameri-
can way of life.  We earned the 
freedom to express our opinion, 
to pursue our dreams; to do so 
in an orderly democratic soci-
ety led by those whom we have 
elected.  If we don’t agree with 
those we elect we are com-
pelled by our duty as citizens to 
withdraw our support and elect 
new leaders; not to bring anar-
chy and mob rule to our nation.  
Free speech is a sacred right 
that bears responsibility.  It 
must be exercised in a spirit of 
debate with a deep respect for 
the opinions of others as well 
as the facts.  It is freedom that 
suffers when we stop acting as 
a democratic society and follow 
the ravings of anarchists.  This 
is the lesson that America must 
take from the Vietnam War and 
if this is our legacy then I need 
no parade, no ceremony and 
certainly, no politician’s apolo-
gy.  I need only to know that fu-
ture generations of Americans 
can benefit from our legacy.

Robert “OB1” Cearlock
USN 1962-1975

OPINION EDITORIAL
BY ROBERT “OB1” CEARLOCK

CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM
We will be raffling off an-

other beautiful eagle the year 
for the Child Welfare Program.  
We will have details at the Fall 
Grand Cheminot.  We have the 
new pins for 2020 and we will 
distribute them soon. Someone 
will have them at the Spring 
Cheminot.  Bev & I will not be at 
the Spring Cheminot as we have 
an Anniversary trip to Florida 
with the family at that time.

GRAND PUBLIC RELATIONS
If you have ANY news re-

leases, articles or special proj-
ects get the information to me. 

GRAND AVOCAT
Be aware that if your Offi-

cers do not have current 2020 
membership they cannot be 
certified and cannot represent 
your Voiture at any Forty & Eight 
Promenade, meeting or event!
EDITEUR

My job as Editeur of the 
Illinois 40et8 news is a unique 
challenge and one that takes 
more time and effort than any 
of my responsibilities.  That 
is not a complaint! I enjoy the 
challenges, but it requires that 
you feed the tiger if it is to have 
any value.  Every three months 
I must beg for input and that 
is the most time-consuming 
requirement of the job.  Please 
help me out!

At Last! The new illfor-

tyandeight.com website is up 
and running! This has been a 
long drawn out process and I 
apologize that it has taken so 
long. The simple truth is that 
it takes a long time to teach an 
old dog new tricks.  Believe me, 
the learning is far from over but 
with the help of our very talent-
ed contracted web developer I 
will get there!  Check it out and 
let me know what you think.

The Illinois 40et8 News-
paper is a great tool and finan-
cial aid for the Grand. Unfor-
tunately, it does not meet the 
need of the Grand to get the 
word out in a timely manner.  
The process involves soliciting 
[sometimes more like pulling 
teeth] articles and announce-
ments from you, the Voyageurs 
of Grand d’ Illinois. It does, how-
ever, provide a vehicle to show 
us all the work being done and 
the accomplishments that you 
have all achieved.
SOUS GRAND CORRESPONDANT

I receive undeliverable 
notifications on over half of the 
Distribution list.  I have no way 
of knowing what the problem 
is in each case, but I am aware 
that many have changed pro-
viders and not informed us.  If 
you have an email address, I 
ask that you send Wally Ham-
mond an email at mrbear812@
sbcglobal.net with a simple 
message such as “this is a cur-
rent address” as soon as you 
possibly can.  If you do not have 
email, ask your Voiture Officers 
to designate someone in your 
Locale that has email to act as 
your communication link to the 
Grand and submit his address.  
PLEASE HELP US GET THE WORD 
OUT!

MOST IMPORTANT:
OUR GRAND CORRESPON-

DANT IS WALLY HAMMOND, 
NOT ME, AND HE IS TRYING TO 
DEVELOP THE BEST DISTRIBU-
TION LIST POSSIBLE.  SEND HIM 
AN EMAIL AND GET ON HIS LIST.

V-1100 “GIFTS FOR YANKS WHO GAVE”
Schuyler Post #4 & Voiture 1100 members presented “Gifts for Yanks Who Gave” Christmas 
presents to veterans at Rushville Nursing & Rehabilitation Home on December 17, 2019.  Pictured:  
Back row, L to R:  Terry Bigham, Mike Davis, Steve Bottorff, Don Young & Bill Chancy.  Front row:  
Michael Thomas, Herschel Anderson, Red Ambrosius, Edith Roby, Gary Dupoy and Richard Bowers.
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VOITURE 812 AT BUSHNELL 
“TAX-FREE SUNDAY”

V-812 was invited to participate in a Tax-Free Sunday in Bushnell IL. on December 8th, 2019. The 
businesses are open, and all purchases are tax free! We give rides on the Locomotive and pick Moms, 
Dad's and kids at the old depot and give them a ride around town. We had about 250 rider's this 
year! Last year (2018) we were there and M&B furniture, the sponsor of the event, had homemade 
Christmas cookies. I ate about 5 cookies and it cost me $500 each! Sharon shopped while we were 
giving rides! Needless to say, I didn't eat ANY cookies this year! We look forward to all the invites we 
get to show off our LOCI and give kids a fun time!

V812 CHRISTMAS PARTY

V812 Christmas Party held at Joe’s Place in Norris, Il last night.  Santa arrived, aka Grand Correspondent 
Wally Hammond #1 HA

HENRY COUNTY VOITURE #433 
PURCHASED CLOTHES FOR TWO 

FAMILIES THAT HAD A FIRE
From left to right 
Dame Frances Stowe, 
Voyageur Dewey 
Stowe, Voyageur 
Gary Gerber, his wife 
Laura, the Jones 
family, Dame Louise 
Canellos, Sous Chef 
de Chemin de Fer 
Ted Canellos, Chef 
de Train Paul Pardo. 

The Voiture 
#443 group that 
purchased clothes 
for the Danzy and 
Wiggin children. 
Right to left Voyager 
Dewey Stowe, Laura 
Gerber, Voyager and 
Welfare Directeur 
Gary Gerber,
Sous Chef de Chemin 
de Fer Ted Canellos, 
Dame Louise 
Canellos, Dame 
Frances Stowe and 
Chef de Train Paul 
Pardo with Grandma 
that help picking 
out clothes for her 
grandchildren, so 
they had something 
to wear.
 Mom was about to 
deliver a new baby.

AMERICANISM

A new decade has started, 
and we are all recovering from 
the hustle and celebrations of 
the Holidays. I am sure you all 
enjoyed the time with family 
and friends. The traditions are 
carried on year after year, kind 
of a natural happening, we don’t 
think about, just do it! Happy 
new Year to all! 

 Americanism is anoth-
er natural happening we do ev-
ery day of the year! As Veterans, 
it is especially natural. Whenev-
er we see a Flag it reminds us of 
what a great country we live in! 
Our service, no matter where, 
when or length, helped Ameri-
ca be the greatest Nation in the 
World to live in! 

 The Americanism Pro-
gram has a very important 
message to send to all of us. It 
recognizes the importance of 
patriotism and service to our 
Nation. One of the best seg-

ments of the Program is the 
Flags for 1st Graders. It is our 
responsibility to pass on to 
the younger generations, the 
importance of respect to the 
Flag.  

If you have never present-
ed a program to the 1st graders 
in your area, you have missed 
out! It is simple to do. The first 
thing is to contact your schools 
and ask permission to pres-
ent the program. Then get the 
script from the Nationale web-
site under the Americanism 
program heading. Read it over 
a couple of times to familiar-
ize yourself with it, buy some 
4x6 flags and your good to go! 
I recommend the ones with the 
round ball on top for safety rea-
sons. The pointed tops could 
cause an injury, these are young 
kids! That’s all there is to it. 

 You will be amazed 
how much fun it is to hear what 
these kids have to say! You 
might learn something your-
self! It teaches kids the impor-
tance of honoring our Flag on 
a daily basis as well as how to 
retire the Flag when it becomes 
faded and tattered from use. 
The sooner they learn, the bet-
ter for America!

 If you need any help 
getting the script or where to 
get the Flags, call me at 309-
338-8332 or e-mail me at mr-
bear812@sbcglobal.net . I’m 
here to help.

Wally Hammond 
Grand Correspondant
Grand d’ Illinois

GRAND DONATION TO 
QUINCY VETERANS HOME

December 13, 2019 a 
check for $500 was donated 
to the Quincy Veterans Home 
from Grand du Illinois for the 
activity fund.  
Pictured:  Wally Hammond V 812 
Troy Culbertson, Administra-
tor, Gerald Mast V255, & Terry 
Bigham V1100.
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V812 LOCOMOTIVE AT 
WESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BILL OF NON-RIGHTS
ARTICLE I: You do not have the right to a new car, big screen TV, or any other 
form of wealth. More power to you if you can legally acquire them, but no one is 
guaranteeing anything.

ARTICLE II: You do not have the right to never be offended. This country is based 
on freedom, and that means freedom for everyone -- not just you! You may 
leave the room, turn the channel, express a different opinion, etc.; but the world is full of 
idiots, and probably always will be.

ARTICLE III: You do not have the right to be free from harm.  If you stick a 
screwdriver in your eye, learn to be more careful; do not expect the tool manufacturer to 
make you and all your relatives independently wealthy.

ARTICLE IV: You do not have the right to free food and housing.  Americans are 
the most charitable people to be found, and will gladly help anyone in need, but we are 
quickly growing weary of subsidizing generation after generation of professional couch 
potatoes who achieve nothing more than the creation of another generation of professional 
couch potatoes.  (This one is my pet peeve...get an education and go to work....don’t expect 
everyone else to take care of you!)

ARTICLE V: You do not have the right to free health care. That would be nice, but 
from the looks of public housing, we’re just not interested in public health care.

ARTICLE VI: You do not have the right to physically harm other people.  If you 
kidnap, rape, intentionally maim, or kill someone, don’t be surprised if the rest of us want 
to see you fry in the electric chair.

ARTICLE VII: You do not have the right to the possessions of others. If you rob, 
cheat, or coerce away the goods or services of other citizens, don’t be surprised if the rest 
of us get together and lock you away in a place where you still won’t have the right to a big 
screen color TV or a life of leisure.

ARTICLE VIII: You do not have the right to a job. All of us sure want you to have a 
job, and will gladly help you along in hard times, but we expect you to take advantage of the 
opportunities of education and vocational training laid before you to make yourself useful. 
(AMEN!)

ARTICLE IX: You do not have the right to happiness. Being an American means 
that you have the right to PURSUE happiness, which by the way, is a lot easier if you are 
unencumbered by an over abundance of idiotic laws created by those of you who were 
confused by the Bill of Rights. 

ARTICLE X: This is an English-speaking country. We don’t care where you are from, 
English is our language.  Learn it or go back to wherever you came from! (Lastly...)

ARTICLE XI: You do not have the right to change our country’s history or 
heritage.  This country was founded on the belief in one true God.  And yet, you are 
given the freedom to believe in any religion, any faith, or no faith at all; with no fear of 
persecution.  The phrase IN GOD WE TRUST is part of our heritage and history, and if you 
are uncomfortable with it, TOUGH!!!!

November 8th, 2019V-
812 was asked to bring our 
Locomotive to Westview 
elementary school to give 
the kindergarten classes a 
ride. There were about 120 
students and we should have 
taken the boxcar but some set 
on the floor and we got them all 
a ride.

When we got them 
loaded up, we took a tour of 
Lakeland park and stopped 
at the Veteran’s Memorial so 
they could switch seats. That 
way everyone got to ride in 
the first class section! 

We are always ready to 
serve the community when 

asked to help with an event. 
We have helped with events 
from weddings to funerals! It 
is good PR!  

Pictured with the kid’s 
is Jim “woolyburger” Watts, 
Commissar Intendant V-812 
and Wally Hammond HA#1 
and v-812 Correspondant.

ADVICE FROM AN 
OLD FARMER

Your fences need to be 
horse-high, pig-tight 

and bull-strong.

•
Keep skunks and 

bankers at a distance.

•
Life is simpler when you 
plow around the stump.

•
A bumble bee is 

considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.

•
Words that soak into your ears are whispered… not 

yelled.

•
Meanness don’t jes’ happen overnight.

•
Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads.

•
Do not corner something that you know is meaner 

than you.

•
It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge.

•
You cannot unsay a cruel word.

•
Every path has a few puddles.

•
When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.

•
The best sermons are lived, not preached.

•
Most of the stuff people worry about ain’t never 

gonna happen anyway.

•
Don’t judge folks by their relatives.

•
Remember that silence is sometimes the best 

answer.

•
Live a good, honorable life… Then when you get 

older and think back, you’ll enjoy it a second time.

•
Don‘t interfere with somethin’ that ain’t bothering 

you none.

•
Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a Rain 

dance.
•

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is 
stop diggin’.

•
Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.

•
The biggest troublemaker you’ll probably ever 
have to deal with, watches you from the mirror 

every mornin’.

•
Always drink upstream from the herd.

•
Good judgment comes from experience, and a 

lotta that comes from bad judgment.

•
Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier 

than puttin’ it back in.

•
If you get to thinkin’ you’re a person of some 
influence, try orderin’ somebody else’s dog 

around..

•
Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak 

kindly. Leave the rest to God.

•
Don’t pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old 

to fight, he’ll just kill you.

•
Most times, it just gets down to common sense.
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CHEF DE GARE: “Welcome fellow Voyageurs Militaire, honored guests and all who hold 
service to God and Country as sacred.  This year marks the 100th Birthday of “La Société de 
Quarante Homes et Huit Chevaux” commonly known as the Forty and Eight, or La Société.  

In March of 1920, Joseph W. Breen, a member of the newly formed American Legion and 
an officer of Breen-McCracken Legion Post 297, met in Philadelphia with fifteen other prominent 
Legionnaires where they originated the idea of The Forty & Eight. They envisioned a new and 
different level of elite membership and camaraderie for leaders of the American Legion. The box 
car of the French Railways, so familiar to American ground troops of the First World War, was 
chosen as the symbolic heart of the new organization. The French/Railroad theme was applied to 
officer titles and organizational functions.

During the last 100 years La Société has endeavored to seek out and satisfy the needs of our 
nations Veterans, Local Communities and the nation’s children.

For example in 1932 The Forty & Eight declared War on Childhood Diphtheria. Vaccination 
toxin was distributed via Voiture Nationale to children whose parents could not afford it. Physicians 
donated their services, and educational campaigns were carried out to combat the disease.

From 1932 through 1936, the Forty & Eight sought to influence Congress regarding veteran's 
benefits. These were the “Bonus March” Depression years when WWI veterans and the federal 
government were at times in open conflict. The Forty & Eight sponsored national radio programs, 
featuring well know political figures, to bring equitable treatment of war veterans to the national 
forefront. Realizing that power came with numbers, the Forty & Eight brought in 111,159 new 
American Legion members. The efforts of the Forty & Eight ultimately helped convince Congress 
to pass, over a presidential veto, the compensation act for America’s war veterans. 

These endeavors only scratch the surface of the many accomplishments of the 40&8.  In 
your program leaflet you will find a more complete history.  As you read it you will understand the 
pride each Voyageur Militaire takes in having been invited into the ranks of La Société de Quarante 
Homes et Huit Chevaux.

Therefore, let us celebrate these accomplishments and the birthday of La Société de 
Quarante Homes et Huit Chevaux in the true spirit of “The fun and honor Society of American 
Veterans”.

Aumonier please bless this assembly with an opening prayer.”

AUMONIER: Let us pray. Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, bless this assembly and its 
purpose in celebration of La Societies’ birthday. Provide your peace upon those who founded our 
Société and have passed on to serve you in Heaven.  Help us to carry on the their great works 
and honor our oath to You, our fellow Voyageurs Militaire, Comrades and citizens of our beloved 
United States of America. Amen.

CHEF DE GARE: “Monsieur Conducteur, you will cause the Flag of our Country to be posted 
in the place of honor at the right of the podium.”

CONDUCTEUR: “Voyageurs, Gard a Vous!  Color Guard, advance the Colors.”
(After colors are posted and the Guard is at Present Arms)
“Monsieur [title], the flag of our country is in its place of honor and the Voyageurs  

 are at the salute.”

CHEF DE GARE: “You will join me in pledging allegiance to the Flag.”
[Recite pledge]
“Attention”
“The Color Guard is dismissed”

[Optional] “It is my honor to introduce our guest speaker.” [Brief bio and introduction]

GUEST SPEAKER:  [optional]

CHEF DE GARE: “Thank you _________”
Now, as it is our intention to celebrate the Birthday of our beloved Societe, let us proceed!
Chef de Cuisine bring forth the Birthday Cake. 

CHEF DE CUISINE: [Chef de Cuisine brings forth the cake to a point in front of the podium]
The Chef de Cuisine salutes the Chef de Gare with the traditional 40et8 Salute and  

 while holding the salute;]
“Monsieur Chef de Care, the celebratory confection has been placed in its position of honor!”

CHEF DE GARE: “Monsieur Conductor, escort the oldest Voyageur and the youngest Voyageur 
to the Chef de Cuisine’s side.”

CONDUCTEUR: [Salute and while holding the salute;] “Monsieur Chef de Gare, our oldest 
Voyageur and youngest Voyageur are in place.”

CHEF DE GARE: “Monsieur Conducteur you may retire to your station.”
“Monsieur Chef de Cuisine, proceed with the cutting of the Birthday cake.”

CHEF DE CUISINE: “Oui Monsieur Chef de Gare.”  [As the first slice is made to the cake] “In 
Honor of our first Chef de Chemin de Fer, Joseph W. Breen and  the 15 other Veterans of World 
War I who founded the 40&8 as an honor society for certain Legion members.  The first slice is 
presented to the oldest Voyageur as a symbol of our founder Joseph Breen and honoring those 
that built La Societe into what it is today.

[As the second slice is made to the cake] This second slice is presented to the youngest 
Voyageur symbolizing the present and future members that will build upon that heritage.” 

[The Chef de Cuisine then prepares two more slices of cake for the Chef de Gare and Guest 
of honor and presents each of the four their slice]

CHEF DE GARE: “Eat in honor of La Société”
[Each take a bite of cake]

“Monsieur Chef de Cuisine, please retire the cake to the desert table.”

“Ladies and Gentlemen, you are invited to visit the desert table as you desire.  But now, 
Monsieur Aumonier, will you please lead us in a prayer before we adjourn to dinner, dance, and 
comradeship.”

AUMONIER: [Appropriate prayer]

CHEF DE GARE: “Monsieur Conductor, you will call the hall to attention and cause a hand 
salute to be presented to the flag of our country.”

CONDUCTEUR: “Oui Monsieur Chef de Gare!”

“GARD A VOUS!”    “PRESENT ARMS!”    “TWO!

CHEF DE GARE:  “Thank you all for your participation and now…. Laissez les bons temps 
rouler!” [let the good times roll!]

2020 BIRTHDAY RITUAL

"In the first place, we should 
insist that if the immigrant who 
comes here in good faith becomes 
an American and assimilates 
himself to us, he shall be treated 
on an exact equality with everyone 
else, for it is an outrage to 
discriminate against any such man 
because of creed, or birthplace, or 
origin.  But this is predicated upon 
the person's becoming in every 
facet an American, and nothing 
but an American... There can be 
no divided allegiance here. 

Any man who says he is an 
American, but something else 
also, isn't an American at all. 

We have room for but one 
flag, the American flag... We have 
room for but one language here, 
and that is the English language... 
and we have room for but one sole 
loyalty and that is a loyalty to the 
American people." 

- Theodore Roosevelt 1907

And then comes the Voyageur 
Catechism

“I faithfully promise to obey 
the rules and regulations of 
La Société, to remember my 

obligations, and carry out the 
legal orders of the Chef de Gare.

I believe for the good of my 
Country, that I should and will 

always hold the Organization of 
La Société in the highest esteem 
and will conduct myself in such a 
manner as to reflect honor upon 

it.

It is my sincere desire, that the 
United States of America, 

be one country, 
with one language, 

and one flag, 
and, if necessary,

- I will fight for that principle.”

THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S 
IDEAS ON IMMIGRANTS AND 

BEING AN AMERICAN IN 1907. 
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We think of small modu-
lar nuclear reactors as some-
thing new that will take nucle-
ar power to a new level, and 
even marvel at the rollout of 
new iterations, like Russia’s 
new floating nuclear power 
plant. But in truth, the U.S. 
Navy has been operating and 
perfecting SMRs for 75 years. 
Work on nuclear marine pro-
pulsion started in the 1940s. 
In 1955, the first nuclear-pow-
ered submarine, the USS Nau-
tilus, put to sea. This changed 
submarines from slow under-
water cigar tubes to warships 
capable of sustaining 20-25 
knots submerged for weeks 
or months on end. By 1962, 
the U.S. Navy had 26 opera-
tional nuclear-powered sub-
marines with 30 more under 
construction. 

More and different 
classes of nuclear submarines 
followed, along with nucle-
ar aircraft carriers and other 
ships. The first nuclear-pow-
ered carriers, the USS Enter-

HOW THE U.S. NAVY REMAINS 
 THE MASTERS OF MODULAR NUCLEAR REACTORS 

You might be aware of the 98 or so commercial nuclear power reactors that produce about 20% of our electricity. But there are 
another hundred nuclear reactors that power 86 submarines and aircraft carriers, producing electricity, heat and propulsion.

Nuclear Ships America’s Nuclear Navy presently has 86 nuclear powered submarines and aircraft 
carriers. All of them, and their predecessors over the last 60 years, have performed flawlessly, 
protecting America as well as their crews. UNITED STATES NAVY

prise completed in 1960, was 
powered by eight Westing-
house reactors. The USS Long 
Beach followed in 1961 as the 
first nuclear-powered cruiser 
with two reactors. 

The Enterprise contin-
ued in service to the end of 
2012, even serving in the most 
recent Iraq War, a truly amaz-
ing record.

The nuclear navy tech-
nology was shared with Brit-
ain. But the French, Russian 
and Chinese nuclear navies 
developed on their own. Rus-
sia actually developed fast-re-
actors for some of their sub-
marines, their Alpha attack 
subs, which made them the 
fastest in the sea, although 
they were a bit noisier.

According to Lloyd's, 
about 700 nuclear reactors 
have been used at sea since 
the 1950s, and there are about 
200 reactors at sea today. 
Most are submarines and all 
use highly enriched uranium 
as fuel, allowing them to stay 

underwater for longer peri-
ods, years if necessary.

Of the submarines, the 
United States has 70, Russia 
40, China 19, Britain 10, France 
9 and India has 3, including 
those being commissioned. 
China has the fastest-grow-
ing nuclear navy which should 
more than double in the next 
ten years. Japan and Germany 
each built a nuclear-powered 
ship but decommissioned 
them years ago.

America’s Nuclear Navy 
is one of the oldest and larg-
est nuclear organizations in 
the world and has the world’s 
best safety record of any in-
dustry of any kind. In terms 
of work hazards apart from 
combat, it is safer to work on 
a U.S. nuclear submarine or 
aircraft carrier than it is to sit 
at a desk trading stocks.

Thousands upon thou-
sands of people, 22,000 peo-
ple at any one time, have lived, 
worked, eaten and slept with-
in a stone’s throw of these 

nuclear reactors for 60 years 
with no adverse effects from 
radiation at all.

Annual radiation doses 
to Navy personnel have aver-
aged only 0.005 rem/year (5 
mrem/year; 0.05 mSv/year), a 
thousand times less than the 
federal 5 rem/year allowed 
for radworkers. Normal back-
ground radiation in the United 
States varies from 100 mrem/
year to over 1,000 mrem/year.

The Nuclear Navy has 
logged over 5,400 reactor 
years of accident-free oper-
ations and travelled over 130 
million miles on nuclear ener-
gy, enough to circle the earth 
3,500 times.

From the time of the 
USS Nautilus in 1954, to the 
present, no civilian or military 
personnel on these ships has 
ever exceeded any Federal 
radiation limit. And none of 
those more than a hundred 
thousand people has ever 
been harmed by radiation 
from reactors or facilities with 
which they were so intimately 
in contact.

Numerous reports from 
the Naval Nuclear Propul-
sion Program Office provide 
detailed information of per-
sonnel exposures from living 
and working in nuclear sub-
marines and on nuclear ships, 
as well as working in the on-
shore facilities that produced 
fuel and materials for the 
Nuclear Navy such as nuclear 
propulsion plants and nucle-
ar component engineering 
plants. 

Their findings supported 
past studies that indicated no 
civilian or military personnel 
on these ships, which num-
ber over 22,000 thousand 
people at any one time to-
day, has ever exceeded any 
Federal radiation limit. And 
none of those hundreds of 

thousands of people has ever 
been harmed by the radiation 
from reactors or facilities with 
which they were so intimately 
in contact for so long.

The report also reviewed 
the history of radiation health 
effects in the general public 
which indicated no observ-
able health effects from low 
levels of radiation:

“It is fair to say that we 
have more scientific evidence 
on the hazards of ionizing ra-
diation than on most, if not all, 
environmental agents that af-
fect the general public.”

“Cancer-causing effects 
of radiation…have been ob-
served only at high doses and 
high dose rates. Studies of 
populations chronically ex-
posed to low-level radiation 
have not shown consistent 
or conclusive evidence upon 
which to determine the risk of 
cancer. Attempts to observe 
increased cancer in a human 
population exposed to low 
doses of radiation have been 
difficult.”

Actually, they’ve been 
impossible. We never have 
found any and we’ve been 
looking really, really hard for 
almost a hundred years.

While ordinary accidents 
occasionally occur as with 
any military operation, none 
have been related to nuclear 
or radiation, and no radiation 
health effects or reportable 
radiological accidents have 
ever happened in U.S. Navy 
history. 

This is different than 
Russia. The Soviet Union/
Russia has had 22 accidents 
involving naval nuclear-pow-
ered vessels from 1960 to 
2003. The United States has 
had just 2, both occurring in 
the 1960s, for reasons unre-
lated to their nuclear reactors.

It is highly likely that, go-
ing forward, our Nuclear Navy 
will make sure things sail 
along as safely as ever.
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Students answer questions about the flag.

In preparation for Veter-
ans Day, local veterans host-
ed a special flag program for 
the students of South Elemen-
tary School on Nov. 8th. 

The flag program is a 
community project of the 40 
& 8, Voiture 594 of the 40 & 
81 American Legion Post #90, 
VFW Post #5975 and others. 
Patriotic music was play-ed 
by George Orin and Bob Mont-
gomery on the bugle, and the 
students and teachers were 
invited to sing along. The 
veterans demonstrated the 
significance of each fold of 
the flag, when it is folded for 
presentation to the family of 
a de-ceased soldier. Richard 
Williams, Car-roll Ellington 
and Harold Smith asked the 
students questions about the 
flag. The veterans mentioned 
many interesting facts, such 
as the fact that Betsy Ross 
sewed the first U.S. flag with 
13 stars and 13 stripes -one 
star and stripe for each state. 
A star and stripe were added 
for the 14th and 15th states, 
but American leaders then 
decided to add a new star 
for each state but keep the 
number of stripes at 13. The 
veterans also provided many 
small U.S. flags. Participating 
in the South School program 
were George Orin (Army), 
Bob Montgomery, Dale Reeley 
(Navy), Steve Arney (Army), 
Carroll Ellington (Air Force), 

VETERANS CONDUCT FLAG PROGRAM 
AT SOUTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Richard Williams and Carrol Ellington fold the U.S. flag as Steve Arney explains what each fold 
represents.

Kylie Kennedy is pictured with 
her grandfather Richard Wil-
liams as she leads in the Pledge 
to the Flag.

George Orin and Bob Montgomery 
created a patriotic atmosphere at 
the flag assembly.

Richard Williams (Marines), 
Verlin Funkhouser (Navy) and 
Harold Smith (Army). After the 
flag program, Mrs. Connie Mor-
gan, South School Principal, 
presented Citizenship awards 
to a student from each class, 
which was selected by their 
teacher. Their teacher also told 
the student assembly why the 
student was deserving of the 
award.

SIX LITTLE STORIES  
WITH LOTS OF MEANINGS

(1). Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. 
On the day of prayer, all the people gathered, 
but only one boy came with an umbrella. That 
is faith.

(2). When you throw babies in the air, they 
laugh because they know you will catch them. 
That is trust.

(3). Every night we go to bed without any 
assurance of being alive the next morning, 
but we still set the alarms to wake up. That 
is hope.

(4). We plan big things for tomorrow in spite 
of zero knowledge of the future. That is 
confidence.

(5). We see the world suffering, but still we 
get married and have children. That is love.

(6). On an old man's shirt was written a 
sentence 'I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 
with 64 years of experience.' That is attitude.

Have a happy day and live your life like these 
six stories. Remember - Good friends are the 
rare jewels of life; difficult to find - impossible 
to replace!!

GRAND D’ ILLINOIS WEBSITE IS BACK!
CHECK IT OUT AT ILLFORTYANDEIGHT.COM
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In 1967, following high school graduation, Jim enlisted in the U. S. Navy. After 
boot camp at Great Lakes Naval Training Center, he attended service school 
in San Diego, then transferring to the USS Wasp. 

In February of 1970, Jim was united in marriage to his wife "Cher" and they 
eventually were blessed with three children; Laurie, Adam, and Eric. While 
stationed aboard the USS Wasp, he was a Steward for two years, then cross-
rated to Storekeeper.
Jim was part of the decommissioning crew in 1972. His next duty assignment 
was the Naval

Submarine Base in Groton, CT where he did accounting for 22 different 
submarines, along with the Engineering and Repair Department.

The final year of his tour was spent as outbound clerk for household goods.

During his seven years of service, Jim was awarded the Navy Meritorious Unit 
Commendation, Navy Unit Commendation, National Defense Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal, and the Navy Achievement Medal.

After being honorably discharged in 1974, Jim worked 37 years in the paper 
industry, six years as a union employee and thirty-one in management. He 
was a member of the Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper industry, 
chairing the Packaging Committee for three years. 

Retired since 2011, Jim is currently working part-time as a courtesy shuttle 
and parts driver for a local car dealership.

A member of American Legion Post 258 in Little Chute, Wisconsin for forty-
six years, Jim has served as Assistant Finance Officer and two terms as First 
Vice Commander.

In 1998, Jim was invited to join the 40 & 8, serving Voiture 1,1,40 as Aumonier, 
Chef de Gare, and currently as Correspondant and Commissaire Intendant. 
On the Grand level, he has served as Aide de Camp, Directeur of Box Car, 
Garde de La Porte, Conducteur, Chef de Train, Chef de Gare, and currently as 
Ninth District Cheminot and Commissaire Intendant.

Jim has served on the National level as Alternate Cheminot, Cheminot, Sous 
Box Car Directeur, Aide de Camp, Box Car Directeur; Sous Chef de Chemin 
de Fer, and currently as Sous Nurses Training Directeur. He was named the 
National Voyageur of the Year in 2015.

August 1st, 1947, William L. Simpson was born in Columbia, SC where he grew 
up and attended school. Upon graduating high school, he joined the United 
States Air Force in April 1966.

William is married to the former Dell Cranshaw. They celebrated their 45th  
anniversary May 11, 2019. They have two children, four grandchildren and 1 
great grandchild.

Traveling the world from Thailand, Germany, Alaska and numerous stateside 
bases, he finally retired at Charleston AFB in May 1988 at the rank of Master 
Sergeant (E-7). He started his second career in Intermodal Transportation/
Warehousing as supervisor, shipping goods overseas and stateside. He retired 
again in 2010 after 22 years.

William was wrecked into La Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux 
in May 2007 at the "GATOR WRECK" and has been very active within the 
Voiture Locale 1067 Goose Creek, SC. He has diligently performed duties as 
Garde de La Porte, Lampiste, Commis Voyageur, Conducteur, Chef de Train, 
Chef de Gare (4 consecutive years) and Correspondant for several years. He 
has held several Directeurships of the numerous programs of La Société, and 
is presently on the Ritual Team as Wrecking

Chef. He was awarded Voyageur of the Year 2019.

Voyageur Simpson has served Grand du South Carolina as Grand Correspondant, 
Grand Chef de Train, Grand Chef de Gare, and Grand Directeur of Youth Sports. 
He was awarded Grand Voyageur of the Year in 2013.

William has served Voiture Nationale as Sous Directeur Membership (3 years), 
Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 2016, and currently as Youth Sports Secretaire/
Treasurer.

William has been active in his American Legion Post 166 Goose Creek, SC 
since joining in 2005, serving as 1st and 2'd

Vice Commanders and Post Commander. He is also a member of the Masonic 
Order Pacific Lodge #325 Columbia SC and a Shriner of Jamel Temple also in 
Columbia, S.C.
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TRAFFIC VIOLATION
A guy was driving his new Corvette way too fast on the highway.  Suddenly, he heard the siren 
and saw the police car with its lights on behind him. Hesitantly, he pulled over and waited for 
the officer, his sunglasses still on, and his cigarette still lit, arrogant smile on his face.
“Sir, you are aware that you were driving 30 mph over the speed limit, aren’t you?” the officer 
said as he handed the man his violation ticket.
“Keep it,” said the officer, “When you get four of them, you get a bicycle.”

ROBBERY IN D.C.
In Washington D.C., late one night, a mugger wearing a ski mask jumped into a path of a well-
dressed man and stuck a gun in his ribs. “Give me your money!!!” he demanded.
Indignant, the affluent man replied, “You can’t do this – I am a United States congressman!
“In that case,” replied the mugger, “give me MY money!!!”

SARCASTIC AL SAYS:
I applied for a job today and they ask for three references. I wrote, “a dictionary, a Thesaurus, 
and a map.”

My doctor told me that jogging could add years to my life. He was right—I feel ten years older 
already.

 A LITTLE HUMOR
BUCK HUNTING

A group of friends went deer hunting and paired off in twos for the day.
That night, one of the hunters, who happened to be blonde, returned alone, staggering 
under the weight of an eight-point buck.
“Where’s Henry? one of his camp mates asked.”
“Henry had a stroke of some kind. He’s a couple of miles back up the trail.”
“You left Henry laying out there and carried the deer back!?!”
“A tough call,” nodded the hunter, “but I figured no one is going to steal Henry!”

PEACE OPERATION
A young, freshly minted lieutenant was sent abroad as part of the peace keeping mission. 
During a briefing on land mines, the captain asked for questions.
Our intrepid soldier raised his hand and asked, “If we do happen to step on a mine, Sir, what 
do we do?”
“Normal procedure, lieutenant, is to jump 200 feet in the air and scatter oneself over a wide 
area.”

ISSUE WITH FIDELITY
Sitting at the bar, sad Rob told the bartender that he was drinking to forget the heartbreak of 
his broken engagement.
“So what happened, dude? asked the bartender.
“Well, what can I say.” said Rob, “Would you marry someone who didn’t know the meaning of 
the word faithful, and who was flip and even vicious when the subject of fidelity came up?”
“No way in hell” said the bartender.
“Well,” said Rob, “apparently, neither would my fiancé.”
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BLUE WATER NAVY VETERANS’ DISABILITY 
CLAIMS TO BE DECIDED BEGINNING JAN 1, 2020

Did you serve in the offshore waters of the Republic 
of Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975? 
If so, then you’re considered a Blue Water Navy 
(BWN) Veteran.

On Jan. 1, 2020, the Blue Water Navy Act of 2019 
goes into effect. This Act was signed into law on 
Jun. 25, and extends the presumption of herbicide 
exposure, such as Agent Orange, to BWN Veterans 
who served as far as 12 nautical miles from the 
shore of Vietnam and have since developed one of 
14 conditions related to exposure. Some of these 
conditions include Type 2 diabetes, Parkinson’s 
disease, many forms of cancer and others. You 
may now be eligible for disability compensation 
and other benefits. In addition, if you’re a Veteran 
who served in the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 
between Sept. 1, 1967, and Aug. 31, 1971, you may 
also qualify for compensation and benefits for 
yourself and your family members.

How do I know if I’m eligible?

The best way to find out if you’re eligible is to 
work with an accredited claims representative or 
Veterans Affairs (VA) regional office to understand 
eligibility requirements before filing a claim. You 
don’t need to prove contact with herbicides to be 
eligible.

How do I file a claim for compensation benefits?

You can file an initial claim (that has not been 
previously decided by VA), by submitting Form 
21-526EZ, Application for Disability Compensation 
and Related Compensation Benefits go to . https://
www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/  to 
initiate your new claim.

You can also contact an accredited Veterans 
Service Organization (VSO) to assist you with your 
application. To access a list of VA-approved VSOs 
go to, https://www.va.gov/vso/ . You may also 
contact your state’s Veterans agency should you 
need additional assistance with the application 
process.

What if I’ve previously filed a claim that was 
denied?

VA will be using the new law to automatically review 
claims that are currently with the VA review process 
or under appeal. However, if you had an herbicide 
exposure claim with one or more presumptive 

conditions denied in the past, you are urged to file 
a new claim.

When you begin the claims process, be sure to 
provide or identify any new and relevant information 
regarding your claim, such as the dates the vessel 
you were serving on traveled through the offshore 
waters of the Republic of Vietnam or updated 
medical information.

Submit a VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review 
Request: Supplemental Claim.

How should survivors and dependents apply for 
initial Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

(DIC) Claim for a Veteran who died of 
presumptive condition?

Eligible survivors and dependents must meet 
certain conditions to receive DIC. To learn more 
about this process go to, https://www.va.gov/
disability/dependency-indemnity-compensation/.  
If found to be eligible, there are several ways to file 
a claim, including:

• By mail, using VA Form 21P-534EZ.

• In person at a VA regional office.

• An accredited claims representative or VSO.

What benefits will I receive if my claim is 
approved?

If you are deemed eligible, you may receive a 
monthly disability compensation payment and free 
healthcare related to your disability. The amount of 
compensation you may receive is determined by 
your diagnosed condition and level of disability.

Another important component of the Blue Water 
Navy Act includes changes to the VA Home Loan 
program. VA now allows the no-down payment 
option on guaranteed home loans, regardless of 
mortgage amount for ALL Veterans. In addition, 
there is a reduction in the funding fee required for 
Reservists and National Guard borrowers and other 
changes.

More information and resources on the Blue Water 
Navy Act, eligibility, how to file a claim, and changes 
to the VA Home Loan Program can be found online 
at https://benefits.va.gov/benefits/blue-water-
navy.asp 


