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Happy New Year and 
may this be the best Year ever 
to you and your families! 

I am the Grand Directeur 
for Special Awards this year 
and would like for all of you to 
consider nominating a candid 
for our Special Awards.

The four Awards are 
Hero of the Year, Law Officer 
of the Year, Voyageur of the 
Year and City/Town of the 
Year. The first step is to select 
a candidate to nominate, once 
you have determined a candi-
date, get started. Remind the 
Voyageurs in your Locale that 
candidates can be found in the 
news media, word of mouth at 
the local hang out or firsthand 
involvement. The City/Town 
nomination is how your Home 
Town honors Veterans and 
makes it a great place to live 
for you and your family etc. 
Once you decide on an Award 
nominee get started. First of 
all, get the guidelines from 
the Nationale website, select 
the Petite Communique, click 
on Special Awards and the 
mandatory forms, Nomination 
and Participation, and guide-
lines for each Award are there. 
Read these over and get start-
ed. I know in the past, I have 
had a corny acronym, PIE, to 
try to get involvement in Spe-
cial Awards, The letters stand-
ing for Promote, Inform and 
Encourage, it is our responsi-

GRAND SPECIAL 
AWARDS DIRECTEUR
WALLY HAMMOND

bility to get as much activity 
for the Special Awards as pos-
sible, sometimes we have to 
think outside the box! Get the 
Voyageurs attention, plant 
the seed and point them in 
the right direction by offering 
any or all the help they need 
to put a Nomination package 
together.

I have been involved in 
the Special Awards Program 
for a few years and believe me 
I’m still learning something 
new every year! Talk about 
the Program at your Locale 
Promenades. Get the mes-
sage about Special Awards to 
the Membership! Serve up a 
big piece of PIE!

The membership in the 
General’s Club is another way 
to help Special Awards. The 
dues paid are to help Natio-
nale offset the cost of trans-
portation and housing for the 
LOY at Nationale Promenade. 
Membership can only be of-
fered to a Voyageur or Le 
Femme by a current member 
so make sure your dues in the 
General’s club are paid and 
start recruiting new mem-
bers! 

While I’m talking about 
membership, have you re-
cruited a new member in La 
Société this year? This or any 
other Program needs new 
members to keep the activi-
ties we have going and make 
them better in the future! 
Heck don’t just get 1, sign up 
2, and get an I GOT TWO pin 
for your Chapeau! You will be 
glad you did!

My e-mail is mrbear812@
sbcglobal.net and phone # is 
309-338-8332, if you have ques-
tions or comments or need an-
swers, I will be glad to assist, we 
are all still learning, no matter 
how familiar we are to our en-
deavors! FYI, my new address is 
Wally Hammond, 1028 W. Hick-
ory St. Canton, IL.  61520.

Pictured left to right; Voyageur George Orin, Jordan Duzan (3), Mona 
Duzan (Mother), Walmart Manager, William Watson (16), Voyageur 
Verlin Funkhouser, Kaydance Duzan (5), Malakhi Watson (9) and 
Voyageur Richard Williams. 

V-594 HELP FOR 
CHILDREN VICTIMS OF FIRE

The Grundy Coun-
ty Voiture 1195 has been 
re-chartered.  Many thanks 
to the Grand d’ Illinois for 
their faith in five new Voya-
geurs, and Nationale for 
chartering us on October 
31st.

Thanks to Robert Cear-
lock for his patience and 
tireless assistance to us in 

NEWEST GRAND D’ ILLINOIS VOITURE
by Jerry (JT) Terando, Voiture 207 Chef de Gare

all matters from adopting a 
Charter to incorporation.

Thanks to Frank Beier-
lotzer and DeKalb Voiture 
207 for the initiation and 
welcome to the 40 & 8.

It has been challeng-
ing, as we did not step into 
a Voiture, but are building 
one.  We aspire to prove 
ourselves worthy as we add 

to our ranks and carry on 
the established good works 
of Le Société.

We gratefully accept 
all counsel, criticism, and 
assistance. 

As we begin our voy-
age, we pray that all will en-
joy a healthy, prosperous, 
and successful New Year.
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CHILD WELFARE DIRECTEUR, PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DIRECTEUR, GRAND AVOCAT, 

EDITEUR ILLINOIS 40ET8 NEWS 

ROBERT “OB1” CEARLOCK
CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM

The Grand d’ Illinois Child Welfare Program is alive 
and well for 2018-2019. All pins have been sold and monies 
paid to National. This year’s raffle of the Flag Stand Eagle is 
nearing a conclusion raising over $800 so far. The drawing 
will be held at or before the Grand 
Spring Cheminot meeting in DeKalb.

Marion County Voiture 516 
provided aid to a family of 4 minor 
children whose home and entire 
contents was destroy by fire in 
December. [See news release in this 
edition]. Bravo Zulu V516!

I look forward to hearing about 
other Voitures utilization of the 
Program in their communities. 

On the National front; “The 
Minnesota Paul Bunyan Gavel is in the hands of the State 

of Texas chauffeured by Renslar “Renny” Keagle, Grand Chef de Gare 
du Texas. The gavel was presented and participated in the El Paso 
County Veterans Day Parade in downtown El Paso. Renny walked(ran) 
the entire three miles with the gavel, maneuvering around pot holes 
and having to run with the gavel to play catch up at times. $31.00 was 
collected during the parade, children running up and putting in change 
and dollars. Took two pictures with veterans and gained $10.00 
more. Renny has decided all money collected this year will go to Child 
Welfare. The goal is $100.00 per month.”

GRAND PUBLIC RELATIONS
Serving as both the Grand Directeur and National Directeur has giv-

en me insight into how Grand d’ Illinois stacks up against the rest of the 
Grands. In my National monthly letter, I provide a listing of all submittals 

for all La Société. As of this writing, Illinois has 14 out of the total of 56 National submittals. This 
is a start, but we need to reflect submittals from every Voiture in the Grand and these are from 
only six. Where are the other 30 plus?

GRAND AVOCAT
Grand d’ Illinois last updated our Constitution & Bylaws in 2012. This year we are incor-

porating the minor changes and corrections from the last four years and will incorporate any 
changes approved at this years Grand Promenade. Draft input will be accepted at the Spring 
Cheminot.

When was the last time your Locale reviewed its C&BL and updated it to meet minimum 
requirements of the National Constitution?

At the Grand Promenade held in Decatur, Illinois 1987, the “Rotation System for Grand 
Chef de Gare was changed to a “one on one” turn. The Rotation is 7-6-8-2- 3-4-5-1. This year 
the District is district 4 having first option for nomination of Grand Chef de Train.

Should District 4 pass then the rotation follows the order shown above beginning with 
District 5 and proceeding to 1,7,6,8,2, and 3. Intentions of the Districts to “PASS” need to be 
reported by the District Grand Cheminot at the Spring Grand Cheminot meeting as decided 
at their District Petite Cheminot.

In order to run for Grand elective Office, a candidate must have a supporting resolution 
from their Voiture Locale. If you wish to put your name forward, make sure you have your Lo-
cale forward your resolution to the Grand Resolutions Directeur a minimum of 30 days prior 
to the Grand Promenade and much sooner if possible.

A little blast from the past from Past National Avocat, Big Hank Kwiatkowski;
“While we’re on the subject of states, lets toss in an information filler on the gender 

of our Grandes. It had long puzzled the writer why La Grande de la Louisiane was feminine 
in gender while Le Grand de Texas was considered masculine. Once the question arose in 
my mind, I began to notice some other states which considered themselves as masculine 
or feminine. In some cases, they apparently weren’t sure and took the middle ground using 
both masculine and feminine forms of words and articles (le and la) At first I thought states 
with names of feminine sounding origin were indeed feminine until I remembered Louisiana 
was named after King Louis and not Lois Lane. Maryland was masculine and so were the 
Virgin Islands. So much for that theory! Louisiana is liberally blessed with French speaking 
natives though, so I took my question to the

streets. Surprisingly the question puzzled most of them as it did me. What does de-
termine the gender of a state? When you’re really in a bind on matters such as this, find 
someone whose name ends in an “x” and ask them. Grand Chef de Gare Breaux reports the 
final letter in a state’s name determines its gender. States ending in vowels are feminine 
and states ending in consonants are considered masculine. This information will probably 
blow cold air up the skirts of Les Grandes who previously considered themselves macho but 
nonetheless, there you have it. The last letter in your name says it all. Of course, Voyageurs 
Breaux, Thibodeaux, Comeaux and Boudreaux knew this all along. And while we’re at it, I was 
also informed the preposition “du” is improper when used in conjunction with state names. 
The form “de” or “d’ should only be used. States whose names begin with a vowel should 
use the d’ form while consonant beginning states should use the “de” form; i.e. La Grande 
Voiture d ’Alabama or Le Grand

Voiture de Kentucky. There should not be a Grand Voiture du Anything. Of course, my 
usual disclaimer applies here. I don’t dream this stuff up folks; I just report it.”

So, there you are, this first explanation that I have ever heard that made sense out of 
all the French confusion.

GRAND CALENDAR DIRECTEUR, 
WAYS AND MEANS DIRECTEUR, 
GRAND COMMISSAIRE INTENDANT

VIC MARTINKA
Grand Calendar Directeur

As Grand Calendar Di-
recteur I would like to THANK 
all those who supported our 
2018 Grand Calendar Pro-
gram.  Early returns for 2019 
Grand Calendar Programs 
look GOOD.  Please remem-
ber I need ALL 2019 Calen-
dars, Stubs and Money by 
February 15, 2019.  This will 
give me about two weeks to 
get everything ready, so we 
can have drawings for Janu-
ary and February 2019 on or 
about March 1st.  After that 
we will have regular month-
ly drawings. Any questions 
please call me at my Home 
Number 815-372-2656.  If I 
am not home when you call, 
leave a message.  I have a 
Well-Trained Answering Ma-
chine. You can also e-mail 
at LPFD130@sbcglobal.net.  
Thanks for supporting the 
40&8 Grand Calendar Pro-
gram.  
Ways and Means Directeur

It is that time of year 
again and I am happy to an-
nounce that our 2019 Calen-
dar Program is Up and Run-
ning.  We are off to a Great 
Start. Returns are already 
starting to come in. Several 
Voitures have asked for ad-
ditional Calendars. Remem-
ber I MUST have ALL Cal-
endars and Monies before 
February 15, 2019. End of 
February I want to have the 
drawings for January and 
February. Then there will be 
a Monthly Drawing for the 
rest of 20190. Any ques-
tions or comments call me 
at 815-372-2656 or e-mail 
at LPFD130@sbcglobal.net.  
Thanks, and keep up the 
Good Work in our Calendar 
Program.

Grand Commissaire In-
tendant

HELP! Please check 
your pockets, brief cases, 
etc.  There are still Commis-
sion Checks for 2018 Calen-
dars and Expense Checks 
for our Promenade that have 
NOT BEEN CASHED YET.  It is 
easy to forget about these 
checks.  However, I need to 
balance our check books ev-
ery month.  I would rather 
show as Cashed then having 
to deal with these checks ev-
ery month as Unpaid. Thank 
you for your prompt atten-
tion to this most important 
matter.

Victor Martinka...Other 
Comments.

FALL Cheminot, SPRING 
Cheminot and End of Year 
Promenade are YOUR PRO-
GRAMS.  This is when the 
Grand d Illinois meets.  We 
conduct business that keeps 
us going. We Need your In-
put.  The last several years 
attendance keeps going 
down.  Even some of those 
that have accepted an of-
fice to serve the Grand do 
not show up. I am well aware 
that we have Not Adjusted 
Travel Reimbursement or 

Room Reimbursement in 
many years.  I am writing 
up some Resolutions to deal 
with these issues. They will 
be Presented at the Spring 
Cheminot.  They will be Vot-
ed on for Acceptance at the 
Grand Promenade.  While 
the price of gasoline is not 
too bad right now, Rooms 
are NO LONGER $49 per 
night. Hopefully by increas-
ing these amounts we can 
build up attendance again. 
These events are moved 
around the State of Illinois. 
While some may be too far 
for you to travel to, please 
try to attend one that is near 
you.  Our Spring Cheminot 
is being scheduled at this 
time.  Tentatively it will be 
in DeKalb, Illinois the end of 
April 2019.  

Communicat ions . . .
Please note that this is Fall 
of the Year 2018. SNAIL MAIL 
is no longer an effective 
means of communicating.  
Like it or not the computer 
with E-mail, and Texting are 
the ONLY way to go. If you 
have not already done so, 
please submit your e-mail 
address to Bob Cearlock 
(cearlock@aol.com) so he 
can add you to our list. This 
way you will know What is 
happening, when it is hap-
pening and where it is tak-
ing place. Your attendance 
and input is very important 
the keep the Grand d Illinois 
Alive and Growing.

REMEMBER...The 40&8 
is NOT a Last Man's Club.  
Every Veteran serving on Ac-
tive Duty is Eligible for Mem-
bership. Also, every Veteran 
with an Honorable Discharge 
is Eligible for Membership. 
Look around, I am sure that 
if you really want to you can 
find an Eligible Veteran to 
Sign Up.  Membership in the 
40&8 is still by Invitation 
Only.  So PLEASE go out and 
find a Veteran and ASK them 
to JOIN.   You are a member 
of the 40&8 because some-
body ASKED you to Join.  
Now it is your turn to ask A 
Fellow Veteran to Join.

Lastly...Don't wait un-
til the last minute to act on 
this. This past year it took 
until almost the end of our 
Grande Promenade for 
someone to step forward. 
We ALL Know that we need 
Officers to Keep the Grand 
d Illinois alive and growing. 
Think about this, ask around 
and write up a Resolution 
and become a Grand Officer 
Next Year. Then send this 
Resolution to Terry Bigham, 
Grand Resolutions Director.

From my wife Jan and 
I, Happy Thanksgiving, Mer-
ry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  Also, anything 
else happening in your life 
between Now and our Next 
Newspaper.
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A LITTLE 
HUMOR

END OF DRILL
As a group of soldiers stood in formation at an Army Base, 

the Drill Sergeant said, “All right! All you idiots fall out.”
As the rest of the squad wandered away, one soldier 

remained at attention. 

The Drill Instructor walked over until he was eye to eye 
with him, and then raised a single eyebrow. 

The soldier smiled and said,  
“Sure was a lot of ’em, huh, sir?”

WEDDING VOWS 
During the wedding rehearsal, the groom approached 
the pastor with an unusual offer, “Look, I’ll give you 

$100 if you’ll change the wedding vows. When you get 
to the part where I’m supposed to promise to ‘love, 
honor and obey’ and ‘be faithful to her forever,’ I’d 

appreciate it if you’d just leave that out.” 
He passed the minister a $100 bill  

and walked away satisfied.
On the day of the wedding, when it came time for the 

groom’s vows, the pastor looked the young man in the 
eye and said: “Will you promise to prostrate yourself 
before her, obey her every command and wish, serve 
her breakfast in bed every morning of your life, and 
swear eternally before God and your lovely wife that 

you will not ever even look at another woman, as long 
as you both shall live?” The groom gulped and looked 
around, and said in a tiny voice, “Yes.”  He then leaned 

toward the pastor and hissed: “I thought we had a deal.”
The pastor put a $100 bill into the groom’s hand and 

whispered: “She made me a better offer.”

VOICE IN THE DARK 
A burglar broke into a house one night. He shined his 
flashlight around, looking for valuables; and when he 
picked up a CD player to place in his sack, a strange, 

disembodied voice echoed from the dark saying, “Jesus 
is watching you.

He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked his flashlight 
off, and froze. When he heard nothing more after a bit, 
he shook his head, promised himself a vacation after 

the next big score, then clicked the light on and began 
searching for more valuables.

Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect 
the wires, clear as a bell he heard,  

“Jesus is watching you.” 
Freaked out, he shined his light around frantically, 

looking for the source of the voice. Finally, in the corner 
of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot.

“Did you say that?” he hissed at the parrot.
“Yep,” the parrot confessed, 

and then squawked, “I’m just trying to warn you.”
The burglar relaxed. “Warn me, huh? 

Who in the world are you?”
“Moses,” replied the bird.

“Moses?” the burglar laughed. 
“What kind of people would name a bird Moses?”

“The kind of people that would name a Rottweiler Jesus.”

OPINION EDITORIAL
BY ROBERT “OB1” CEARLOCK

I used to watch a lot of 
Cspan.  Believe me it is not 
always an easy task unless 
you enjoy watching paint dry.  
However, in fairness, it is al-
ways boring, if not painful, to 
watch politicians try to figure 
out what you want to hear and 
present it to you in a fashion 
that makes you think they 
really believe it themselves.  
You can tell it is a hard job 
with a lot of frustration be-
cause most of them tend to 
lose their cool and decay off 
to name calling and poorly 
researched statements that 
show they are as confused 
as the rest of us (except we 
pay them well to not be).  Af-
ter listening to them intently 
for some ray of intelligent 
thought I have found that the 
best advice that most of them 
could heed would be; if you 
don’t have something intelli-
gent, coherent, or at least rel-
evant to say then shut up and 
listen.  It is said that when you 
talk, you teach and when you 
listen you learn.  

Oh yes, and how about 
all these constant opinion 
polls.  Have you ever been 
“polled”?  I’m over seventy 
and I was polled once a few 
years back and I have hesi-
tated to participate anymore.  
They didn’t want my answer; 
they wanted me to pick one 
of theirs.  It was evident that 
they didn’t want my opinion or 
input, what they wanted was 
me to validate their opinion.  
For instance; “Do you think 
we should bring our troops 
home from Iraq?” Possible an-
swers; yes, no, I don’t know.  
Well, of course I know what 
I “think” so “I don’t know” is 
not an answer.  Yes, I think we 
should bring them home when 
the mission is complete, geez 
people, we didn’t send them 
over there to become Iraqi 
citizens. No, I don’t think they 
should come home before 
they have completed their 
mission.  Ask any Vietnam Vet 
how that feels.  So now tell me 
what this poll tells us about 
the opinions of America?  I 
guess “I don’t know” is a legit-

imate answer!  
Opinions are important.  

The possibility of anyone not 
having an opinion on a topic 
that is important to them is 
ridiculous.  The expression of 
opinions is important to co-
herent consideration of mat-
ters, but it is also important 
that the opinion expressed is 
based on knowledge of the 
facts and the situation and not 
emotion.  With that in mind I 
offer my opinion of the future 
of Grand d’ Illinois.  In doing 
so, I extend an invitation to 
all Voyageurs Militaire of the 
Grand to offer their opinions 
in future issues of this paper.

I doubt that there are 
any of you that doesn’t agree 
that our beloved Société is 
on the decline.  That is not an 
opinion, it is a fact.  What is 
causing the decline is a mat-
ter of many different opin-
ions.  It is here that I will offer 
my opinion.

Pin pointing the causes 
of the decline of any organi-
zation must begin with a look 
at the Organizations purpose, 
structure, and commitment of 
its members.

Starting with the Orga-
nizations purpose; we have 
a clearly defined purpose in 
our Constitution, it appears 
the founders original clear-
ly defined purpose has been 
lost in the pursuit of mem-
bership.  No doubt and no dis-
agreement that membership 
is the key to our future!  But 
the founders clearly meant to 
define the word membership 
as more than simply a quali-
fied Veteran.  They sought to 
create an Organization of ded-
icated, qualified and fun-lov-
ing individuals who had been 
vetted by their comrades 
and were truly dedicated to 
a “Fun and Honor” division of 
the American Legion.  A truly 
elite group of individuals with 
a demonstrated ability to lead 
and represent themselves as 
honorable. They were very 
wise in recognizing that “fun” 
is a main ingredient in the lon-
gevity of any pursuit.  Those 
who best perform any func-
tion find it enjoyable (fun) to 
do so!  When we lose that at-
tribute, we also lose our her-
itage.

The structure of our or-
ganization was clearly built 
around the concept that 
members must be invited to 
join and be accepted by their 
Voiture. That is a practice that 
produced an amazing group 
of dedicated and enthusiastic 
individuals. That process is 
predicated by vetting nomi-

nees prior to inviting them to 
join us.  Pressure to increase 
membership is not an excuse 
to ignore this necessity.  If 
each present Voyageur nom-
inated one new member and 
their Voiture followed this 
process, we would only in-
crease our membership, but 
we would increase the quality 
and dedication of our mem-
bership.

 The structure of our 
Organization is well defined 
in our National Constitution 
and further defined by Grand 
and Locale Constitutions 
and Bylaws.  In furtherance 
of the development of orga-
nizational structure, La So-
ciété has developed rituals 
that emphasize our purpose 
and honor our military back-
ground.  I am dismayed that 
many of our Voitures do not 
follow our time-honored rit-
uals.  Yes, I am aware that 
many of our smaller Voitures 
do not have the members to 
conduct our rituals. But even 
in those smaller venues some 
adherence can and should be 
achieved if only in an abbre-
viated fashion.  I have found 
Voitures that do not have a 
ritual manual and Voyageurs 
who have never experienced 
a Promenade conducted in 
accordance with ritual.  We 
need a Manual that address-
es these situations and gives 
guidance to smaller Voitures. 
I know that our rituals invoke 
pride in our organization and 
encourage participation.

Commitment; the most 
important of the three. The in-
vitation to join should be based 
on an individual’s demonstrat-
ed commitment to the gener-
al purpose of La Société. As a 
Voyageur advances through 
the Locale and Grand offices 
the commitment must broad-
en to encompass the duties, 
they take an oath to perform.  
That red or white Chapeau is 
an honor bestowed by your 
fellow Voyageurs.  Too often 
it is overlooked as a commit-
ment to perform the duties 
of the office it represents.  I 
will always remember the 
day I was sworn in as a Grand 
Cheminot and the Grand Avo-
cat spoke to all of us.  He said 
“If you are not committed to 
perform the duties of the of-
fice you are about to enter, 
then resign now.  Resign now 
because that shiny new Cha-
peau is meant to show the 
confidence your comrades 
have in you.  Don’t make them 
regret their choice”.

Well, that’s my opinion. 
What’s yours?

A very wise man once said;
"Political correctness is a doctrine, fostered by a 

delusional, illogical minority, and rabidly promoted by an 
unscrupulous mainstream media, which holds forth the 
proposition that it is entirely possible to pick 

up a turd by the clean end."

R. J. Wiedemann LtCol. USMC Ret
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GRAND LEGISLATIVE DIRECTEUR

ROY WEBER
Fellow Voyageurs:    
I trust you all had a Very 

Merry Christmas and brought 
the New Year in safely.  There 
are several major changes in 
Veterans Administration ben-
efit laws.  

There was a change in 
the bronze Medallion for Vet-
erans who purchased head-
stones for private cemeteries.  
Veterans who died since the 
start of WW I can now have 
their families order and re-
ceive the Medallion to place 
on the private headstones.

 A law regarding contam-
inated water at Camp Lejeune 
was passed.  Several types of 
cancer and Parkinson disease 
can now be considered ser-
vice-connected in most cases.

Also, veterans can now 
get official pre-authorization 
to be buried in a Veterans Ad-
ministration cemetery.  This 
also includes their spouse.  

As you may know, the 
veterans Administration has 
rolled out a new appeals pro-
gram.  It is called RAMP and 
is expected to shorten the 
wait time for appeals from the 
present 3 years to under six 
months.  (Time will tell)  

If by now some service- 
connected disabled veterans 
are not aware of the proper-
ty tax reduction/exemption, 
here is what they receive 
based on their service-con-
nected disability rating:

Veterans rated 30-40%    
$2,500 reduction in assessed 
value

         Those at   50-60%     
$5,000 reduction in assessed 
value

         Those at   70% or 
more NO PROPERTY TAXES!!

Question; due to a fire, 
flood robbery or tornado did 
you lose your discharge pa-
pers?  If so, contact your VA 
service rep for a standard 
form 180 to get a replace-
ment.  Eventually you WILL 
need a certified copy.  We are 
in the season of storms so 
keep this information in mind 
and pass the word.

The Veterans Adminis-
tration’s National Call Center 
(1-800-827-1000) has added 
staff.  Wait times have been 
reduced from 45 minutes to 
around 2 minutes and they are 
open from 7:00 am till 8:00 
pm Monday thru Friday.  

The number one ser-
vice-connected condition that 
gets filed and granted is Tin-
nitus.

Anew appeals program 
will start next month to help 
make a dent in the back-
log.  Currently there are over 
500,000 appeals nationwide.  
Also 200 new attorneys and 8 
judges have been hired.

Our Chicago office has a 
new Director Carolina Contre-
ras who is also fluent in Span-
ish.  She is available to help 
female veterans with their 
special claims such as Military 
Sexual Trauma.  She can be 
contacted for an appointment 
at 1-312-980-4266.

Remember anyone that 
set foot in Vietnam even for 
only one day is eligible for use 
of the VA Health System.

Hope your 2019 in a safe 
and prosperous year

ACTING CORRESPONDANT NATIONAL

TERRY SIMS

I sure hope you had the 
happiest of holidays and the 
Staff at Voiture Nationale 
wishes you a very prosperous 
2019 year.

You may use the 
email account corrnat@for-
tyandeight.org when contact-
ing me for correspondence, 
Directeurs and Sous Directeur 
“Communication” letters, or 
just about anything you wish 
to talk about. My personal 
email is also still available.

There have been some 
changes made at Headquar-
ters and we feel they will be 
for the benefit of La Société. 
One very important move that 
has been accomplished is that 
Holly’s office has been moved 
downstairs where the “Staff 
Team” will be together, mak-
ing a more comfortable and 
efficient atmosphere. Look for 
other changes in another arti-
cle contained in this month’s 
Brief’s.

Voyageurs and Dames 
will once again be converg-
ing on Headquarters Monday 
January 14th to stuff the en-
velopes for the annual “Dues 
Notices” to be mailed this 
week. Many thanks to these 
Voyageurs and Dames taking 
time from their schedules and 
traveling many miles to do-
nate their time and energy to 
La Société.

Bill will be adding a new 
heading to the website called 
“Policies”. This section will in-
clude the protocol of sending 
a “Resolution” to Nationale, 
travel policy procedures and 
other policies of Voiture Na-
tionale. Look for it in the near 
future.

Nationale Changes Sum-
mary

There have been some 
changes at Voiture Nationale 
that I am sure you are already 
aware of but let’s summarize 
why they were made and the 
benefits they will produce, be-
fore the rumor mill has sever-
al different stories circulating.

The Correspondant Na-
tionale will no longer be in the 
headquarters office in India-
napolis on a daily basis now 

but on an “as needed” basis. 
This was not an overnight 
change, it had been tested 
and tweaked for the last four 
(4) months and proven to be 
successful. There will be of 
course, certain situations that 
will come up that have not 
been planned for and they will 
be dealt with and solved for 
future references. Nationale 
is fortunate enough to have a 
very experienced and dedicat-
ed Voyageur in Chef de Che-
min de Fer 2007 Terry Sims 
that is willing to implement 
this change for future Corre-
spondants.

They also are blessed 
with a 34-year employee in 
Office Manager Bill Beaumont 
that is more than capable of 
administrating the day to day 
office business at Voiture Na-
tionale, he will continue to 
manage from the office on a 
daily basis. The Correspon-
dant has been furnished with 
a laptop computer with all the 
Forty and Eight and Voiture Na-
tionale programs downloaded 
to it and a cell phone, both of 
which he will have with him at 
all times. The staff at Voiture 
Nationale is very comfortable 
and satisfied with this system 
and as stated earlier it has 
functioned well for the last 
four (4) months. We all know 
that in this time of electronic 
communications anyone can 
be involved in communica-
tions within minutes, just as if 
they were in the office.

Now how do these 
changes benefit La Société? 
The most important effect is 
monetarily. The Correspon-
dents’ salary alone is rough-
ly one third of what it was 
before. His expenditure and 
travel costs have been re-
duced dramatically as well, 
all while La Société is losing 
no efficiency in operations 
from headquarters. We have 
worked now for several years 
on trying to create a solution 
to our membership reduction 
problems and have made very 
little progress, and obviously 
the less members we have, 
the less income for Voiture 
Nationale and our programs. 
No one wants to predict or 
face an elimination of La So-
ciété, so other methods must 
be sought to insure our future. 
Other cost cutting moves 
have been made such as cer-
tain Nationale Committees 
re-scheduling their meetings 
to eliminate travel expens-
es and schedule them to be 
held at events that are al-
ready planned to be attended 
anyway, such as Promenade 
Nationale where additional 
meetings will be held. The 

Nationale Finance Committee 
has worked very hard in trim-
ming other expenses as well 
and it is now conservatively 
estimated that we are going 
to save tens of thousands per 
year.

Who do these changes 
benefit? That answer is very 
simple, it is for the benefit 
of the membership and lon-
gevity of La Société. Please 
do not believe that anyone 
is in the habit of working for 
less money or re-scheduling 
their lives just because they 
are nice people because we 
all know that would be a false 
statement. These money sav-
ing techniques are being done 
because they can be and that 
has been tested. It has been 
discussed for several years 
and now proven that we can 
conserve cost by properly 
managing our organization 
efficiently. Nothing changes 
as far as supplying the mem-
bership, the Grands or the 
Locales with any of the sup-
port and assistance just as we 
have in the past. Other than 
the Correspondents’ physical 
schedule, you won’t notice 
any changes that would affect 
you in a negative way. When 
a plan can be instituted that 
saves us money, ensures a fu-
ture for our organization and 
operates just as efficiently as 
before, then that is a win – win 
situation for everyone.

We ask that you work 
with these changes and give 
this a real chance to help La 
Société, if for some reason it 
does not function properly, 
then we will try something 
else, of course the answer to 
many problems is building a 
larger membership.

Please do not subscribe 
to any rumors or unconfirmed 
comments that you may hear 
regarding these changes, if 
you have any questions just 
direct them to Voiture Natio-
nale. These changes are in no 
way a precursor to selling the 
headquarters building, dis-
solving La Société or any oth-
er reason than what is stated 
here, it is quite the opposite, 
this is to insure a future for La 
Société. So don’t be a victim 
of false statements. We hope 
that this brief summary will 
help all members understand 
the thinking behind this move 
because Nationale believes 
that the members should be 
aware of all matters in Natio-
nale’ s operation. Every Voya-
geur has the right to be an 
informed Voyageur, it will be 
the only way we can ask for 
your support.

“Resistance to change is 
the greatest barrier to prog-
ress.”

THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT
Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a contest: 

Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 into your private 
account for your use.

 This prize has rules, however.
 The Set of Rules:

 1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be 
taken away from you.

 2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account.
 3. You may only spend It.

 4. Each morning, upon your awaking, the bank opens your 
account with another $86,400 for that day.

 5. The bank can end the game, without warning, at any time. It 
can say, "Game Over!" and close the account and you will not 

receive a new one.
 What would you personally do?

 You would buy anything and everything you wanted, right? Not 
only for yourself, but for all the people you love and care for. 

Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't possibly 
spend it all on yourself, right?

 You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you 
knew it would be replenished in the morning, right?

 ACTUALLY, this 'GAME' is real.
 Shocked ???

YES!
 Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*....we just can't 

seem to see it.
 The PRIZE is *TIME*

 1. Each morning, upon waking, we receive 86,400 seconds as a 
gift of Life.

 2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is not 
credited to us.

 3. What we haven't used up that day is forever lost.
 4. Yesterday is gone forever.

 5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can 
dissolve your account at any time without warning...
 So, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?

Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount 
in dollars.  Think about it and remember to enjoy every second 
of your life, because time races by so much quicker than you 

think.
 So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy life!

 Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day.
Start spending....

"DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT GROWING OLD…!"
SOME PEOPLE DON'T GET THE PRIVILEGE!
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V-1100 GIFTS FOR 
YANKS WHO GAVE

On December 19, 2018 
three V1100 Forty and Eight 
members / Post #4 members 
from Schuyler County took 
gifts from the Gifts for Yanks 
program to the Rushville Re-
habilitation and Nursing Cen-
ter in Rushville to present 

to five veterans that reside 
there.  Pictured are L to R:  Dick 
Bowers, Edith Roby, Hershel 
Anderson and Red Ambrosius.  
Not pictured:  Gary Dupoy

Post #4 & Voiture #1100 
members:  Steve Bottorff, Ter-
ry Bigham and William Chancy

BODY OF MCDONOUGH COUNTY MAN KILLED IN PEARL 
HARBOR ATTACK FOUND, FUNERAL SERVICES PLANNED

.....from news3.wiu.com
September 26, 2018 Posted by - Andrew Ball

Robert Verdun Young 
was killed at the age of 23 
on December 27 1941 while 
aboard the U.S.S. Oklahoma.

Young was born De-
cember 25, 1917 east of Good 
Hope, IL.  He graduated from 
Bushnell High School in 1935 
where he moved to Harvard, 
Nebraska to work as a farm-
hand. 

On July 17, 1941, Young 
enlisted in the United States 
Navy in Omaha.

At the time of his death, 
Young was a Seaman First 
Class.

Young received the Pur-
ple Heart on January 27, 1944.

Earlier in 2018, Young's 
body was found and recov-
ered from the U.S.S. Oklaho-
ma.

The following is the me-
dia release from the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agen-
cy:

"Washington-The De-
fense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) announced to-
day that the remains of a U.S. 
serviceman, accounted-for 
from World War II, are be-
ing returned to his family for 
burial with full military hon-
ors. 

Navy Seaman 1st Class 
Robert V Young, 23, of Bush-
nell, Illinois, accounted for 
March 2, will be buried Sep-
tember 29 in Bardolph, Illinois.  
On Dec. 7, 1941, Young was as-
signed to the USS Oklahoma, 
which was moored at Ford 
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the 
ship was attacked by Japa-
nese aircraft.  The USS Okla-
homa sustained multiple tor-

pedo hits, which caused it to 
quickly capsize.  The attack on 
the ship resulted in the deaths 
of 429 crewmen, including 
Young.

From December 1941 to 
June 1944, Navy personnel 
recovered the remains of the 
deceased crew, which were 
subsequently interred in the 
Halawa and Nu'uanu Cemeter-
ies.

In September 1947, 
tasked with recovering and 
identifying fallen U.S. per-
sonnel in the Pacific Theater, 
members of the American 
Graves Registration Service 
(AGRS) disinterred the re-
mains of U.S. casualties from 
the two cemeteries and trans-
ferred them to the Central 
Identification Laboratory at 
Schofield Barracks.  The lab-
oratory staff was only able 
to confirm the identifications 
of 35 men from the USS Okla-
homa at that time.  The AGRS 
subsequently buried the un-
identified remains in 46 plots 
at the National Memorial Cem-
etery of the Pacific (NMCP), 
known as the Punchbowl, in 
Honolulu.  In October 1949, a 
military board classified those 
who could not be identified 
as non-recoverable, including 
Young.

In April 2015, the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense issued a 
policy memorandum directing 
the disinterment of unknowns 
associated with the USS Okla-
homa.  On June 15, 2015, DPAA 
personnel began exhuming 
the remains from the NMCP 
for analysis.

To identify Young's re-

mains, scientists from DPAA 
and the Armed Forces Med-
ical Examiner System used 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) 
analysis, dental and anthro-
pological analysis, as well as 
circumstantial and material 
evidence.

DPAA is grateful to the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their partnership in 
this mission.  

Of the 16 million Amer-
icans who served in World 
War II, more than 400,000 
died during the war.  Current-
ly there are 72,794 (approxi-
mately 26,000 are assessed 
as possibly-recoverable) still 
unaccounted for from World 
War II.  Young's name is re-
corded on the Walls of the 
Missing at the Punchbowl 
along with the others who 
are missing from WWII.  A ro-
sette will be placed next to his 
name to indicate he has been 
accounted for.

For additional informa-
tion on the Defense Depart-
ment's mission  to account for 
Americans who went missing 
while serving our country, vis-
it the DPAA website at www.
dpaa.mil, find us on social me-
dia at www.facebook.com/
dodpaa or call (703) 699-
1420/1169"

COPYRIGHT2018 MH 
NEWSDESK  LIYR BY MH 
THEMES

 In attendance were 
members of  the Honor Guard 
from Post #4, Voiture #1100, 
Post #6, Voiture #913 and the 
Honor Guard from Great Lakes 
Naval Station.

WISDOM AND ADVISE FROM THE PAST 
THAT WE ALWAYS SEEM TO IGNORE!
1. In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two is 
a law firm, and three or more is a congress.  -- John Adams

2. If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you 
are misinformed. -- Mark Twain

3. Suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a member of Congress. But then I 
repeat myself. -- Mark Twain

4. I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a 
bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle. --Winston Churchill

5. A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul. 
-- George Bernard Shaw

6. Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage 
boys. -- P.J. O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian

7. Government's view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases:
•  If it moves, tax it.
•  If it keeps moving, regulate it. 
•  And if it stops moving, subsidize it.
Ronald Reagan (1986)

8. I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and report the facts. -- Will Rogers

9. If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it's 
free! -- P. J. O'Rourke

10. Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean politics won't take 
an interest in you! -- Pericles (430 B.C.)

11. No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session. -- Mark 
Twain (1866)

12. Talk is cheap, except when Congress does it. – Anonymous

13. The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist 
leaves the skin. -- Mark Twain

14. What this country needs are more unemployed politicians
--Edward Langley,   Artist (1928-1995)

15.  A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take 
everything you have.  -- Thomas Jefferson

16. We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office. -- Aesop

WILD PIGS 
- A REMINDER FOR ALL

A thought to remember, 
Marx said, "Remove one free-
dom per generation and soon 
you will have no freedom, and 
no one would have noticed." 

There was a chemistry 
professor in a large college 
that had some exchange stu-
dents in the class. 

One day while the class 
was in the lab, the professor 
noticed one young man, an 
exchange student, who kept 
rubbing his back and stretch-
ing as if his back hurt. The pro-
fessor asked the young man 
what the matter was. 

The student told him 
he had a bullet lodged in his 
back. He had been shot while 
fighting communists in his 
native country who were try-
ing to overthrow his country's 
government and install a new 
communist regime. 

In the midst of his story, 
he looked at the professor and 
asked a strange question. 

He asked: "Do you know 
how to catch wild pigs?" 

The professor thought it 
was a joke and asked for the 
punch line. 

The young man said that 
it was no joke. "You catch wild 
pigs by finding a suitable place 
in the woods and putting corn 
on the ground. The pigs find it 
and begin to come every day 
to eat the free food. 

"When they are used to 
coming every day, you put a 
fence down one side of the 
place where they are used to 
coming. When they get used 
to the fence, they begin to eat 
the corn again and you put up 
another side of the fence. 

"They get used to that 
and start to eat again. You 
continue until you have all 
four sides of the fence up with 
a gate in the last side. 

"The pigs, which are 
used to the free corn, start to 
come through the gate to eat 
that free corn again. You then 
slam the gate on them and 
catch the whole herd. 

Suddenly the wild pigs 
have lost their freedom. They 
run around and around in-
side the fence, but they are 
caught. Soon they go back to 
eating the free corn. They are 
so used to it that they have 
forgotten how to forage in 
the woods for themselves, so 
they accept their captivity." 

The young man then 
told the professor that is ex-
actly what he sees happening 
in America. The government 
keeps pushing us toward 
Communism/Socialism and 
keeps spreading the free corn 
out in the form of programs 
such as supplemental income, 
tax credit for unearned in-
come, tax exemptions, tobac-
co subsidies, dairy subsidies, 
payments not to plant crops 
(CRP), welfare entitlements, 
medicine, drugs, etc., while 
we continually lose our free-
doms, just a little at a time. 

One should always re-
member two truths: 

There is no such thing as 
a free lunch, and you can nev-
er hire someone to provide a 
service for you cheaper than 
you can do it yourself. 

If you see that all this 
wonderful government "help" 
is a problem confronting the 
future of democracy in Amer-
ica, you might want to share 
this with your friends. 

If you think the free ride 
is essential to your way of 
life, then you will probably not 
share this. 

BUT God help us all when 
the gate slams shut! 

Think about this! 
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Hello, my name is Ethellynn Neville, and I had 
the privilege of being appointed as Carville STAR 
Nationale Chairperson for Trophy and Awards. I 
also have a Nationale Certificate for Carville STAR 
for Cabanes 20 or less. I was contacted at Nationale 
by the Voiture Nationale Directeur Tom Adams 
immediately asking for the Dames help and he has 
included me in all of the communications with his 
committees. So far Directeur Tom has moved a 
monument that the 40&8 funded and placed in the 
cemetery in 2009, where tree roots have caused 
the monument to lean to the point that it has the 
potential to completely fall, breaking or even worse 
potentially injuring an unsuspecting Carville visitor.  
 
The best solution was to move the monument 
to level ground in the cemetery, still to be in a 
conspicuous place that honors the 125 patients 
buried elsewhere on the Carville grounds between 
1894 and 1922, which has been done. His intent is 
to have meetings with the museum curator and 
grounds and facilities people to identify potential 
areas/projects where we may be of assistance to 
keep Carville – its museum, buildings, and grounds 
– a premier location for telling its history and our 
40&8 involvement in radiating the truth about 
Hansen’s Disease in past, present, and future. In a 
recent article written by Directeur Tom he wrote:  
 
“While the Public Health service Hospital at Carville 
is no more, we are blessed to have a museum at 
Carville (The National Hansen’s Disease Museum) 
to remind us of the negative and positive aspects 
of life as a Carville patient. It is the museum and the 
historic district surrounding the museum that the 
focus of much of the activity of 40&8’s Carville STAR 
Program. Support for the museum is where most of 
the funds from donations and pin sales are directed. 
Though the museum is limited in floor space, La 
Société is honored by two prominent exhibits 
that tout our organization and inform visitors of 
our history at Carville. Visitors from all over the 
world find their way to the museum and through 
the two exhibits are introduced to the 40&8, its 
history, membership requirements, and programs.”  
 
The second initiative is to add 5 additional landscape 
panels to the Carville Historic District and the third 
initiative is a new museum brochure which would 
include a hand-drawn map by a patient, this map-
side gives credit to 40&8 for providing the brochure. 
So, as you can see, Nationale Directeur Tom and his 
committee are working hard this year to protect and 
improve the Carville Museum. So, Dames we need to 
buy those pins, send in donations and also subscribe 
to the Carville STAR, and all help is appreciated. 
Also, please report all that you do on those reports 
at the end of the year. If you do the work report it.  

Ethellynn Neville, PNP 2001
Trophy and Awards Carville STAR 2019

The 2nd District Cheminot has been set for March 23rd. It will be held at American Legion 
Post 18 in Lockport, Il.  Thomas A. Mlynek, 2nd District Sous Cheminot I will send out the usual 
notifications with details to attendees in early February. 

The 5th District will hold their Cheminot meeting on March 17th at the Macomb American 
Legion Post 6. The SAL will be serving breakfast from 7 till 10 am prior to the meeting. If you are 
planning to attend, consider coming early and enjoying a real deal on breakfast.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALL Voitures Locale must complete the following form and submit it to their District Grand 

Cheminot regardless of their attendance at their District Petite Cheminot. Listing of District Grand 
Cheminots follows the form.
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La Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux

WHO ARE WE?
La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux is an independent, by invitation, honor 
organization of male and female U. S. veterans, more commonly known as the Forty & Eight. 
•  The Forty & Eight is committed to charitable and patriotic aims.  Our purpose is to uphold 
and defend the United States Constitution, to promote the well being of veterans and their 
widows and orphans, and to actively participate in selected charitable endeavors, which include 
programs that promote child welfare and nurse's training. 

•  The titles and symbols of the Forty & Eight reflect its First World War origins.  Americans were transported to the battle front on French 
trains within boxcars stenciled with a “40/8”, denoting its capacity to hold either forty men or eight horses.  This uncomfortable mode of 
transportation was familiar to all who fought in the trenches; a common small misery among American soldiers who thereafter found “40/8” 
a lighthearted symbol of the deeper service, sacrifice and unspoken horrors of war that bind all who have borne the battle. 
•  The Forty & Eight was founded in 1920 by American veterans returning from France.  Originally an arm of The American Legion, 
the Forty & Eight became an independent and separately incorporated veteran's organization in 1960.  Membership is by invitation of 
honorably discharged veterans and honorably serving members of the United States Armed Forces. 

We are all VETERANS who love and still want to serve our country, our veterans and our community!

Child Welfare 
•  The Voyageurs Militaire (Military Travelers) founded a Child Welfare Program in 1923 to ease the pain and suffering of those children 
whose fathers never returned or who were unable to care for their needs after the "Big War."  Today, this program has grown to include all 
children with emergent needs, and our efforts amount to over eight million dollars annually.
Youth Sports 
•  The Youth Sports Program was established in 1994.  Through this program, the 40/8 provides financial assistance in the form of grants to 
individual athletes or teams who lack the funds required to attend and participate in amateur sports programs.  This program encompasses 
all amateur sports programs for all youths from 7 to 20 years of age. 
Nurses Training 
•  In 1955, the Voyageurs Militaire, recognizing the shortage of Registered Nurses, adopted a program to provide financial assistance, in the 
form of scholarships, to those individuals who enrolled for this training.  With 2,131 students receiving over $1,100,000 in scholarships this 
past year, the Forty & Eight has granted in excess of $35,000,000 and graduated over 35,000 Registered Nurses since the inception of this 
program.
Carville Star 
•  As one of their ongoing programs, the Voyageurs Militaire offer continuing support of the publication, "The Carville Star," which 
disseminates the information regarding the research into Hansen's Disease (Leprosy) taking place in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  There they 
have been successful in isolating, controlling and soon, through their research, the development of a vaccine to prevent Hansen's disease.  
"The Star" is published at Greenfield, Indiana. This patient-published publication carries the research works of not only this center, but those 
of the rest of the world, and is translated into and forwarded to 128 countries in addition to a circulation of more than 60,000 in the United 
States. 
Americanism 
•  By virtue of being veterans who have served their country in its time of greatest need, the fun-loving, hard-working Voyageurs Militaire 
maintain a strong commitment to the American way of life.  Americanism projects, respect for the flag, Constitution, Law and Order and the 
proven willingness to defend these principles is evident in the day-to-day activities of members of our society.
 (VAVS) Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service 
•  The Forty & Eight, as are most Veterans Organizations, is an active member and participant in the VAVS program.  As part of this program, 
Voyageurs (called Deputy Representatives) visit the Veteran Administration Medical Centers on a regular basis, where they give comfort and 
assistance to, or just visit with, the hospitalized veterans.  The Forty & Eight has adopted an additional program for these veterans, called 
"Keep Those Wheelchairs Rolling."  Under this program, the VAVS Representative writes a brief letter outlining a "need" of the patients.  
These "needs" may cover a project, equipment or comfort and convenience items needed by the hospitalized veterans.  The entries are 
then judged on the need and benefit to the patients, and those selected receive the item(s) requested, courtesy of the National Box Car 
Association.
National Box Car Association 
•  The National Box Car Association (NBCA) is an independent association within the Forty & Eight which raises funds by selling Crew 
or Associate Membership Cards.  All funds raised by the Association are used within the year they are obtained.  The National Box Car 
Association supports several special projects at Promenade Nationale (National Convention).  Each year, a party for special children is 
planned at the host city.  These special children and their escorts are treated to lunch, train rides and entertainment provided by HOBO 
Clowns and bands.  The entire cost of this party is paid by the NBCA from the funds collected in their annual membership drive.  Another 
project at Promenade Nationale is a monetary donation made to the local VAVS Hospital or Clinic.  This contribution usually goes to the 
Patient Services area.  The NBCA also contributes large amounts to the various programs of Voiture Nationale (National Headquarters), such 
as the Boland Nurses Training Trust Fund and the Charles Ardery Child Welfare Trust Fund.  Monies are also given to the other programs 
which my require assistance, such as the Membership Committee, Forty & Eighter Magazine, Law Officer of the Year Program and many 
others.
 POW/MIA Program 
•  The purpose of the National POW/MIA Program is to raise funds in Honor of the Servicemen & Women who were Prisoners of War, or are 
considered Missing in Action while serving in the defense of the United States of America, or its allies during times of armed conflict.  The 
funds are raised to facilitate the formation and continuance of a Scholarship Trust Fund for the direct descendants of verifiable POW/MIA 
Servicemen and Women.  Scholarships are limited to the Veteran, the Spouse of the veterans, children, and grandchildren of the veteran.

National Special Awards Program
 Each year Voiture Nationale of the 40/8 recognizes special people and Cities or Towns from around the Nation. These awardees are 
selected and nominated by Local Voiture's like V346.  National Awardees in each category are:
•  HERO OF THE YEAR
•  The Hero of the Year award was adopted by La Societe during 1991. The purpose of the award is to recognize and pay tribute to a person 
whom, without hesitation or regard for their own safety, did demonstrate an unselfish desire to aid others. The 40/8 feels it is of paramount 
importance to recognize and respect those who perform a heroic deed.
•  VOYAGEUR OF THE YEAR
•  The Voyageur of the Year was adopted by La Societe during 2001. The purpose of this award is to recognize and honor Voyageurs who 
have performed outstanding service to La Societe. This service can be for something done for a particular program. Nurses Training, Child 
Welfare, Americanism or any of our named programs or for La Societe in general.
•  LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR
•  The Law officer of the Year award has been in existence for some time and has been well received by the Membership. The purpose of 
this award is to recognize and pay tribute to a Law Enforcement Officer who has done an outstanding job of performing his or her duties 
at the level of his employment, both past and present. Candidates for this award may be obtained by seeking recommendations from the 
agency chief executive (Superintendent, Sheriff, Chief, etc.) or directly by the Voiture Locale. 
•  CITY OR TOWN OF THE YEAR
•  The City or Town of the Year was adopted by La Societe during 2001. The purpose of this award is to recognize and honor a City or 
Town which has and/or is doing something significant for veterans in that City or Town. There are many cities and towns that meet this 
requirement. These cities and towns should be recognized and given publicity at all levels; Locale, Grande and Nationale. This recognition, 
hopefully, will encourage other cities and towns to do more for Veterans. 

For more information check us out at http://www.fortyandeight.org/ or  http://www.illfortyandeight.com/
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EXPENSE VOUCHER
Grande Voiture d' Illinois, La Societe des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux



WINTER 2019Page 10 40 & 8 GRANDE D’ ILLINOIS

Call for Grand d’ Illinois
2019 Spring Grand Cheminot

 April 26 & 27 Friday & Saturday
Red Roof Inn & Suites

1212 W. Lincoln Highway • DeKalb, Illinois 60115
  

In conformity with the Grande Voiture du Illinois constitution, the Spring Grand Cheminot is hereby called to 
convene as stated above.  Only those designated are eligible for reimbursement, as per Grande Voiture Constitution.

All Voyageurs in good standing for the current year are invited to attend.  Voyageurs must present their current 
year membership card to the Grand Guard de la Porte before being admitted to the business session, know the 
Nationale Password and wear your chapeau. 

Those on official call and eligible for reimbursement may pick up their voucher at the registration table at the 
Red Roof Inn & Suites (Voiture Headquarters). 

Business Session Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Red Roof Inn & Suites
Dress code for the business meeting is business casual

No Sunday Session
Grand Correspondant [acting]                       Grand Chef de Gare
        Robert Cearlock                           Mike Vance
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AGENDA
Saturday April 27, 2019

10:00 AM
Audit Committee meeting

Followed by
Budget, Ways & Means Committee meeting

Room TBA

1:00 PM
CHEMINOT MEETING

Call to order by Grand Chef de Gare Mike Vance
Opening Ceremony
Salute to the Colors

Opening Prayer - Grand Aumonier – Richard Williams
Opening Remarks - Grand Chef Gare – Mike Vance

Welcome - Chef de Gare V-207 
Grand Chef - Introduction of Guests, Visitors, Etc.

Roll Call of Grand Officers- Acting Grand Correspondant Robert Cearlock
Grand Chef De Gare Mike Vance
Grand Chef De Train- Paul Pardo

Cheminot Nationale – Victor Martinka
Grand Avocat – Robert Cearlock

 Grand Commissaire Intendant - Victor Martinka
Grand Aumonier – Richard Williams

Acting Grand Correspondant- Robert Cearlock

Grand Cheminots       Sous Cheminots
Richard Longfellow   1st District  [open]
Thomas Mlynek    2nd District  Victor Panaras
Chris Hinton          3rd District  Paul King 
Phil W. Travioli    4th District  Verlin Funkhouser
Jerry Surrells    5th District  Harold Rose
Jerome Stanford    6th District  [open]
Marvin Harris    7th District  Phillip Drum
Eric Kennedy    8th District  Robert Cearlock
 

INTRODUCTION OF PAST GRAND CHEF’S DE GARE

Daniel Longeville (82) Wally Hammond (06) Chris Hinton (14)
Verlin Funkhouser (00) Marvin Harris (08) Robert Harmon (15)
T. J. Jackson (01) James Taylor (09) Victor Martinka (16)
Ted Canellos (04) Robert Cearlock (12) Frank Beierlotzer (17)
Ted Lang (05) John York (13) Dwight Moss (18)

NOTION: To dispense with the reading of the Official Call
Approved:    Non:
NOTION: To dispense with the reading of Minutes from Fall Cheminot.
Approved:    Non:
NOTION: To approve expenses of 2019 Spring Grand Cheminot Meeting.
Approved:    Non:
Resolution or pass for Grand Chef de Train per rotation from District 7.
Next in rotation is District 6.  Then comes 8, 2, 3, 4, 5, 1 

District Grand Cheminot Reports- [TBA from 4-25-19 Membership report]

Grand Organizer North- Ted Canellos   
Sous Grand Organizer South – Robert Cearlock   
Grand Chef de Train – Paul Pardo   
Audit Report- Wally Hammond
Budget Ways and Means- Verlin Funkhouser
Program Directeurs 

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Selection of Delegates to the Great Lakes Promenade 
The Grand Chef de Gare and Grand Correspondant are automatic Delegates.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Great Lakes Promenade – June 6, 7, 8 2019 Akron, Ohio
FORTY AND EIGHT MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM –Information on National website
Grand du Illinois Grand Promenade
Grand du Illinois Fall Cheminot, TBA

Close of Spring Grand Cheminot by Grand Chef de Gare
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Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the 
Illinois Bicentennial Office announce, ‘Honor 200’ Recipients

Honor 200 Illinois Veterans on December 3, 2018
SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the Illinois Bicentennial Office announced the recipients of Bicentennial HONOR 200 
today, honoring the work of 200 veterans who continue to make extraordinary contributions to the people of Illinois. “America is the greatest nation on earth 
because of the sacrifice of our veterans,” said Governor Bruce Rauner. “We are proud to honor these 200 men and women as part of our Bicentennial celebration. 
Their service didn’t stop when they took off their uniforms. They continue to be heroes among us by going above and beyond the call of duty to take care of the 
people in their communities.” 
“The Bicentennial HONOR 200 campaign is one of the most important commemorations of the yearlong Bicentennial Celebration,” said Stuart Layne, Executive 
Director of the Bicentennial Commission.  “These 200 Illinois veterans truly make us Illinois Proud.” 
All the Honor 200 recipients have been invited to attend the state’s official 200th birthday celebration at the United Center in Chicago on December 3, 2018. 
“Honor 200 provides us with an opportunity to showcase our veterans and the values they have when it comes to serving our communities,” said IDVA Director 
Stephen Curda, Ph.D.
The recipients represent more than 50 counties across the state of Illinois. Nominees were evaluated based on their achievements, and on the extent to which 
their contributions have aided, benefited and provided inspiration to their community at large.  In addition, nominees must have received an honorable discharge 
from the U.S. military and reside in Illinois. The IDVA and the Illinois Bicentennial Office are thankful for the support of Boeing, Walgreens, Peoples Gas and 
ComED, who are helping honor the 200 veterans at the Bicentennial birthday party.   
For information on the Bicentennial go to www.illinois200.gov.

The Honor 200 recipients are: 
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MILITARY SECRETS
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 DECLASSIFIED
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I FIRST STARTED READING THIS EMAIL & WAS READING 
FAST TIL I REACHED THE THIRD SENTENCE. I STOPPED AND 
STARTED OVER READING SLOWER AND THINKING ABOUT 
EVERY WORD. THIS EMAIL IS VERY THOUGHT PROVOKING. 
MAKES YOU STOP AND THINK.

READ SLOWLY!

You know .. Time has a way of moving quickly and 
catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just 
yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on 
my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons 
ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know that I 
lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and 
of all my hopes and dreams.

But, here it is.. The back nine of my life and it catches 
me by surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the 
years go and where did my youth go?

I remember well seeing older people through the years 
and thinking that those older people were years away from 
me and that I was only on the first hole and the back nine 
was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully 
what it would be like.

But, here it is...my friends are retired and getting 
grey...they move slower and I see an older person now. 
Some are in better and some worse shape than I...but, I see 
the great change....Not like the ones that I remember who 
were young and vibrant..but, like me, their age is beginning 
to show and we are now those older folks that we used to 
see and never thought we'd become.

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real 
target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat anymore... 
it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will.. I just 
fall asleep where I sit!

And so...now I enter into this new season of my life un-
prepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength 
and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but 
never did!! But, at least I know, that though I'm on the back 
nine, and I'm not sure how long it will last...this I know, that 
when it's over on this earth...it's over for here. A new and 
better adventure will begin!

Yes, I have regrets.   There are things I wish I hadn't 
done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are many 
things I'm happy to have done.

It's all in a lifetime.

So, if you're not on the back nine yet...let me remind 
you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever 
you would like to accomplish in your life please do it quick-
ly! Don't put things off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, 
do what you can today, as you can never be sure whether 
you're on the back nine or not!

You have no promise that you will see all the seasons 
of your life....so, live for today and say all the things that you 
want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they ap-
preciate and love you for all the things that you have done 
for them in all the years past!!

"Life" is a gift to you.   The way you live your life is your 
gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.LIVE IT 
WELL! ENJOY TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY ! HAVE 
A GREAT DAY ! Remember "It is health that is real wealth 
and not pieces of gold and silver.

LASTLY, CONSIDER THIS:

• Your kids are becoming you......but your grandchildren are 
perfect!

• Going out is good.. Coming home is better!

• You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV 'ON' than in 
bed. It's called "pre-sleep".

• You miss the days when everything worked with just an 
"ON" and "OFF" switch..

• You tend to use more 4 letter words ... "what?"..."when?"... 
???

• You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of which you 
will never wear.

 But Old is good in some things: Old Songs, Old movies, and 
best of all, OLD FRIENDS !!

Stay well, "OLDER FRIEND!" Send this on to other "Old-
er Friends!" and let them laugh in AGREEMENT!!! It's Not 
What You Gather, But What You Scatter That Tells What 
Kind Of Life You Have Lived.

 TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN; YET THE 
YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT 
LASTS

THE BACK NINE
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