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on 9/1/15 

 
 

 

 

 
 

In 2010 Grand du 

Illinois recorded 
100% Membership! 

2010, let’s 

do it 

again! 

                                           Grand Officers 
Grand Chef de Gare……………………… Victor Martinka (V-796) 

 

Grand Chef de Train…………................... Robert Jankowski  (V-220) 

Grand Commissaire Intendant…………… Marvin Harris (V-344) 

Grand Correspondant…………………….. Robert Cearlock (516) 

Cheminot National ………………………. Robert Harmon (V-344) 

Sous Grand Correspondant………………. Dean Golliher (1299) 

Grand Cheminot District 1……………….. Richard Longfellow V-409) 

Grand Cheminot District 2……………….. Michael Mittlestaedt (V-220) 

Grand Cheminot District 3……………….. Paul Pardo ( V-433) 

Grand Cheminot District 4……………….. Phil  W. Travioli (V-594) 

Grand Cheminot District 5……………….. Jerry Surrells (V-812) 

Grand Cheminot District 6……………….. Michael Vance (V-860) 

Grand Cheminot District 7……………….. Louis "Bud" Swinyer (V-344) 

Grand Cheminot District 8……………….. Eric Kennedy (346) 

Call to Fall Grand Cheminot 
 October, 16-17, 2015 

Rend Lake Resort 
11712 E. Windy Lane 

Whittington, IL  
Ph-800-633-3341 

 

In conformity with the Grande Voiture du Illinois constitution, the Fall Grand Cheminot is hereby called to convene as 

stated above.  Only those designated are eligible for reimbursement, as per Grande Voiture Constitution. 
Called are: Grand Cheminots, Richard Longfellow, Michael Mittlestaedt, Paul Pardo, Phil W. Travioli, Jerry 

Surrells, Michael Vance, Louis Swinyer, Eric Kennedy. Also called are Grand Chef de Gare Victor Martinka, 

Grand Chef de Train Robert Jankowski, Cheminot National Robert Harmon, Grand Correspondant Robert 

Cearlock, Grand Commissaire Intendant Marvin Harris, Grand Avocat Dan Longeville, Grand Aumonier Richard 

Williams, Aide de Camp Todd Cearlock, Grand Guard de la Porte Ralph Reed Jr., Grand Lampiste Robert 

Przybylinski, Grand Organizer North Ted Canellos,  Grand Conducteur Casimir Noga Jr, Grand Commis 

Voyageur Paul Frauenfelder, Drapeau Victor Panaras, Grand Historian/Photographe Douglas Babitzke, Audit 

Directeur Verlin Funkhouser, Committee Wally Hammond, Ted Lang, Michael Mittlestaedt, Grand Budget Ways 

& Means Directeur Robert Jankowski, Committee Victor Martinka, Marvin Harris, Ralph Reed Jr. and Grand 

Master of Ceremonies, Glenn Adamson. 

 Any others subject to call are at the discretion of the Grand Chef de Gare. 

All Voyageurs in good standing for the current year are invited to attend.  Voyageurs must present their current year 

membership card to the Grand Guard de la Porte before being admitted to the business session, know the Nationale 

Password and wear your chapeau. 

 

Those on official call and eligible for reimbursement may pick up their voucher at the registration table at the Rend Lake 

Resort.  Business Session Saturday 10-17-15 at 1:30pm     

No Sunday Session 

Grand Correspondant                          Grand Chef de Gare 

Robert Cearlock                      Victor Martinka 
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From the Grand Chef de Gare 

Greetings, 
I would like to begin by THANKING immediate Chef de 
Gare Passé Bob Harmon for the FANTASTIC Grand 
Promenade he put on in Springfield. The Beer Bash 
Friday Night was a real hit. The Pork Chop Steaks were 
excellent and well as the Dinner at the Banquet on 
Saturday Night. 
 With Pride and Gratitude I accepted the Nomination for 
Grand Chef de Gare. By a unanimous vote I was elected 
Chef de Gare Grand du Illinois for the 2015-2016 Year.  I 
look forward to leading the Voyagers of Illinois as we 
put the brakes on our declining membership. With 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ HELP we can get back to being 100% plus in 
membership this year.  For those Voyagers unable to 
attend the Promenade I will briefly explain our Plan of 
!Ŏǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ǊƛǾŜΦ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
are an application and a pamphlet explaining what the 
40 & 8 is all about.  Both items can be ordered from 
Emblem Sales or you can download on a computer.  As 
a Ground Radio Operator in Vietnam many years ago, I 
worked with the Forward Air Controllers (FAC). The FAC 
flew the same area of Vietnam day after day. He knew 
what was going on in his section.  Likewise, every 
Voyager in Grand du Illinois will be a FAC this year.  You 
know who is a member of your Locale. You know what 
is going on in your section of the State of Illinois. When 
you meet a Veteran, offer them some information on 
the 40 & 8. If they seem interested then offer to help 
them fill out an application. Everyone wants to feel 
important so take them under your wing and help them 
out. Show you care about them.  If you directly ask "Do 
you want to join the 40 & 8Κέ and they say NO 
conversation is over. But if you offer information, you 
can discuss this with them, answer any questions they 
may have and show them how the really want to 
belong. This program works as I have used it before 
with other Veteran Groups and found it to be VERY 
successful. 
 Another Goal of mine this year is to return Dignity to 
the Grand du Illinois.  If you wear the Chapeaux, PLEASE 
Dress and Act the Part.  At the upcoming Fall and Spring 
Cheminots, I expect ALL Elected and Appointed Officers 
to wear a Shirt with a collar, A neck tie (Long Tie, Bow 
Tie or String Tie) and a Jacket to the actual Cheminot 
Meeting. All others in attendance are being asked to 
wear a shirt with a collar.  We ALL have T-Shirts with 
cute sayings on them.  However, An Official Session of 
Grand du Illinois is NOT the place for this type of attire. 
Lastly shorts or cut off pants will NOT be acceptable 

dress wear. The weekend runs from Friday to Sunday.  
All I am asking for is a few hours on Saturday afternoon 
that we remember why we have gathered.  We are 
there to conduct business of the 40 & 8 Grand du 
Illinois. I personally do not think I am asking too much 
from anyone. 
 Lastly, Grand Program Directeurs are being asked to 
submit (on a quarterly basis) an article to the Grand 
Correspondent.  Let everyone know what your program 
is all about.  Let everyone know what we should be 
doing. Offer suggestions that will help the Locales in 
filling out reports later on in the year. PLEASE have you 
reports ready to go before you get to the Grand 
Promenade next summer. If necessary, e-mail or place a 
phone call to the Voitures that have not responded. We 
are ALL adults that accepted to take on responsibilities 
of the 40 & 8, Grand du Illinois. As fellow Veterans, lets 
live up to that commitment. 
 Grand Chef de Gare 
Victor Martinka 

From the Grand Chef de Train 
I am honored to have been elected and to serve as the 
DǊŀƴŘΩǎ /ƘŜŦ ŘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ŀƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ōȅ 
the trust placed on me and awed by the tremendous 
responsibility of this position.  With that said, I will give 
every effort to do my best to make this a successful 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ 
to achieve a 100 % year for our Grand. 
Cheminots, because you have been elected by your 
District and now wear the White Chapeau of the Grand, 
you have a big job and responsibility within your 
Districts regarding membership.  You are like the 
fulcrum on a weight scale.  Assist your Voitures in 
attaining their membership goals.  If you do your job, 
the scale will rise on the success side. If you do not give 
the effort, the scales will rise on the failure side.  You 
know your Districts better than anyone else. 
Chef de Gare and Correspondant Locals, never hold 
back any dues payment.  Get the cards to your 
members quickly and send the payment cards to the 
DǊŀƴŘΦ Dƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǎƭǳƎƎƛǎƘέ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 
Try hard to bring back those who have fallen by the 
wayside. Pay the per capita for your deserved elderly 
and infirmed members. 
Replacing Voiture Everlasting and securing New 
Members! 
Let your local newspapers know about the 40 & 8 and 
our worthwhile programs.  Ask if they would include an 
application form with the article.  Inform the public that 
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our membership is open to all veterans, women and 
men, who have an HONORABLE Discharge DD-214. 
Publicize your activities; let the community know 
everything and all that we do. We are small, but we are 
not a secret society.  
Use the Calendar fundraiser as an opportunity to meet 
and talk with fellow veterans, have an application 
available and fill it out for them. Do not mention about 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘŀǇŜŀǳΣ ŘǳŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊŜ 
away potential new members by hitting them with $100 
to $150 before they even sign their name. 
If your Voiture is able, throw an appreciation dinner for 
all area veterans.  Have door prizes.  Perhaps you can 
ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ƻŦŦ ŀ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
Calendars again. 
Do a bake sale or a meat raffle for worthy 40 & 8 
programs.  Have your membership applications and, 
yes, the calendars, at the ready. 
Suppose you are far away from your Local and can sign 
up a potentially new member.  Sign them up to the 
ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ±ƻƛǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
Let that nearest Voiture review the application and DD-
214 for acceptance.  This is for the good of the Grand 
and you still will get credited. 
Use your imagination.  Failure is usually preceded by 
άbƻΣ ²Ŝ bŜǾŜǊΣ bƻ hƴŜ /ŀǊŜǎ ƻǊ ²Ƙȅ .ƻǘƘŜǊΗέΦ 
Success in reaching even small goals requires consistent 
effort and persistence. 
Failure ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 5hbΩ¢ΧΧ 

Will we tip the scales giving Grand du Illinois a 100% 
success in membership for this year???... 

Χ/ƘŜƳƛƴƻǘǎΣ /ƘŜŦǎΣ ŀƴŘ ±ƻȅŀƎŜǳǊǎ Χ what say you? 
Robert A. Jankowski,  
Chef de Train Grand du Illinois 
 

Grand Correspondants Corner  
hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ ŘΩ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
new look and a new format.  It will also have a 
ά{ǇƻƴǎƻǊέ ad section allowing friends and business to 
post business card ads to show their support for La 
Societe.  This new approach to the website 
accomplishes several goals; it will allow Locale Voitures 
raise funds, pay for the website, provide a distribution 
point for Grand and Locale articles and announcements 
and provide a single point of access for Correspondants 
to obtain required Forms, Deadline dates and Event 
calendars and, oh yes the Calendar drawing winners. 
{ƻΧƘƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ  ±ƻȅŀƎŜǳǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ 
prospective Business who has shown support for 
Veterans in their community can approach the Business 

and ask if they would like to post an ad on our website.  
The cost will be $75.00 per year.  Of the $75.00, the 
Voyageurs Locale will receive a check from the Grand 
for $25.00.  If the Business would like to have a link to 
their own website an additional one time charge of 
$25.00 will be required.  The Grand will also provide the 
Business with a placard to display showing that they 
support the Veterans of their community.  I hope all of 
you will consider promoting the effort. I will be sending 
the website agreement forms to each of our Locale 
Correspondants and provide additional information at 
the Fall Cheminot. 

I urge everyone to visit the website at 
illfortyandeight.com  
at least once a week. 

¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŜbsite is the official 
version.  Please use it and if you see something 
incorrect let me know and I will correct it!   
Yours in proud service to La Societe, 
 Bob òOB1ó Cearlock 
Grand Correspondant 
 

PROMENADE NATIONALE: 

The time & and place for each of the Program 
Committee meetings follows with the representatives 
for GǊŀƴŘ ŘΩ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
are expected to report on the Committee meeting at 
the Fall Cheminot.  If you do not expect to attend the 
Fall Cheminot submit a written report to the Grand 
Correspondant prior to September 30th. 
¢ƘŜ άǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎέ DǊŀƴŘ /ƘŜŦΣ .ƻō IŀǊƳƻƴ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
DǊŀƴŘ ŘΩ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
contact him or the Grand Correspondant upon arrival at 
The National to assure everyone has the latest 
information and instructions.   

 
The entire Promenade schedule is posted on the 
website.  Hope to see you there! 
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NURSES TRAINING: 

As the newly appointed Directeur of Nurses Training for 
Grande du Illinois, I am asking that all of the Voitures of 
the Grande du Illinois participate in this program.  
I am going to pick up at the 2016 Nurses Training pins at 
Rendezvous Nationale.  These pins will be available at 
the Fall Cheminot in Rend Lake in October.  I will have 
pins for each of our Voitures with me.  Please be sure to 
see me and pick up your pins at Rend Lake Cheminot.   
All Voitures can nominate a Nurse of the Year.  There 
can be only one nomination for each Voiture.  If you 
know of a nurse who qualifies for this award and would 
like to become Nurse of the Year, please let me know 
before the Spring Cheminot.  My committee will be 
meeting at the Spring Cheminot to vote on who is the 
most qualified for this award. 
DO NOT LET THE GRANDE DΩ ILLINOIS DOWN.  Last year 
we did not have a Nurse to submit.  I will see that we 
have a form for this program available on the website, 
www.illfortyandeight.com with information to enable 
you to nominate a nurse.   
If you have any questions, I can be reached by phone 
at my home #815-372-3152, or my cell #815-210-8174.  
My address is: John H. York, 13456 Redberry Circle, 
Plainfield, IL 60544-9362. 
Looking forward to seeing you at Rend Lake in the fall. 
John H. York 
Directeur of Nurses Training 

V346 presents another Nurses Scholarship 

 
Pictured is Ms. Beth Palmer of Waltonville, Illinois 
receiving her scholarship check from Voiture 346 Chef 

de Gare Todd Cearlock.  Ms. Palmer is a nursing 
Student at McKendree University. 

 

POW/MIA: 
 

MAN!  Talk about a hot item.  Directeur Glenn Adamson is 
already on his second order and they are going fast.  Best 
looking pin in a while and the necklace to match is a great 
addition. 

 
           $5.00                $3.00 

 

VOITURE EVERLASTING: 

 

May all those who have 
been called in the past 

experience His peace 
and grace for eternity.   

The following reflects GranŘ Řǳ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
deceased Voyageurs per Voiture National records.  It is 
imperative that Locale Correspondants report deceased 
members to the Grand Correspondant in order that we 
may render deserved and proper honors to our lost 
Comrades.  PLEASE review the list for your Voiture and 
verify that all Voyageurs are listed. 
Deceased Voyageurs should be reported to the Grand 
Correspondant immediately.  Report should include 
name, city and Voiture number. 

NAME VOITURE 

CARDER, NANCY L V220 

CUNNINGHAM, JAMES V594 

MYERS, JAMES V378 
 

AMERICANISM AND SPECIAL AWARDS: 
Greetings to all the great Voyageurs in Grand 

Du Illinois! This is kind of a time of year when we have 
just finished a year of programs and are getting started 
on a new one. The Nationale Promenade is in a couple 
of weeks and it will probably never be any closer than 
DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
be a great time to visit the area, stay close by, and drop 
in to see how our GREAT organization, 40/8, celebrates 
our accompliǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜΗ 

We not only hear how we did for 2015, we are 
encouraged to get an early start on 2016!  

As Grand Americanism Directeur and Special 
Awards Directeur, I am asking you to plan your Flags for 
1st Graders program early and contact the schools in 

http://www.illfortyandeight.com/
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your area about scheduling a time to present the 
program and pass out flags to the kids. The younger we 
educate our youth the better chance we have of them 
remembering Flag etiquette. It is never too early to be 
on watch for a nomination for our Special Awards! 
Hero, Law Officer, Voyageur and City/Town of the year, 
are often overlooked, but we have an opportunity to 
recognize ordinary folks who do extra-ordinary things! 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ нлмс ŀ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ 
for Grand Du Illinois! Why not start out by every 40/8er 
ƛƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ άL Dh¢ ¢²hέ ǇƛƴΗ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘǊƛǇƭŜ 
our membership! 

In service to the Grand 
Wally 

 
 

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS : 

White Ghost Locomotive of Lee County 
Voiture 409 with new signs mounted on it . 

 
L to R:  Dwight Moss, District 1 Sous Cheminot, Richard 
Longfellow Chef de Gare V 409 and Ernie Rockett V 409 

Correspondant.  

We are planning on taking it to the Nationale 
Promenade in Green Bay Wisconsin, Morris Illinois 
Parade, and Oregon Illinois Autumn on Parade and 
possibly to the Fall Cheminot at Rend Lake Illinois. 
 A fellow Voyageur, 
Richard Longfellow 
 

For Veterans & non-Veterans 
  Saturday, September 19, 2015  
8

th
 Annual Veterans Weekend   

Rain or shine motorcycle/motorcade riding to honor our 
senior veterans at several retirement homes in DeKalb 
County.   Staging at the HyVee Food Store, 2700 DeKalb 
Avenue, Sycamore, IL. from Noon-12:45 pm with KSU at 
1:00pm.  Free hot dog for anyone checking in before 
12:45pm.  We will head to several retirement homes, assisted 
living homes and nursing homes in DeKalb and Sycamore to 
honor our senior veterans and end at the Genoa Veterans 
Home.  If you cannot make the ride you can meet us at one of 

or more of our stops by contacting us for our scheduled 
times.  You do not need a motorcycle to participate. 
  (2 wheelers, 3 wheelers, 4 wheelers and all wheelers 
welcome) 

   Sunday, October 4, 2015    
The Genoa American Legion Riders Post 337 are planning the 
3

rd
 Annual Toy Run.  Stage at Genoa Veterans Home at Noon-

12:45pm, KSU 1:00pm.   $15.00, passengers $10.00 per 
person which will include a 4:00pm Pork Chop Dinner at the 
Genoa Veterans Home.  Non- riders can pay $10.00 per 
person at the door for dinner.  Also please bring a new 
unwrapped toy that will be given to the Shriner Hospitals and 
local DeKalb County locations.  If not on the ride you can 
attend the 4:00pm Pork Chop dinner for $10.00 per person. 
Supported by the DeKalb County Forty and Eight Voiture 
207, the Genoa American Legion Riders Post 337, the DeKalb 
Masonic Lodge 144, DeKalb County Shrine Club and the 
Masonic Riders Association, Widows Sons, Knights of Tyre) 

  Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, 2016, 
motorcycle/motorcade escort of the Keynote Military VIP 
around to several DeKalb County, Illinois locations. 

Grand du Illinois
2015 Fall Cheminot

Rend Lake Resort
11712 E. Windy Lane

Whittington, IL. 62897-9718
Phone 800-633-3341

$60/hotel  or  $85/cabin or Boatel
When making reservations use Group Rate 

Code #4332
October 16 & 17 2015

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE:
[YOU NEED NOT SEND PAYMENT WITH YOUR PRE-REGISTRATION, BUT WE NEED TO KNOW 

YOU ARE COMING AND ATTENDING THE BANQUET TO PLAN  A GREAT EVENT THAT EVERYONE CAN ENJOY!]

Email ςtodd.cearlock@gmail.com
Or

Snail mail to:
Chef 346

13765 E. Davis Rd.
Mt. Vernon, IL. 62864

Registration $10
Friday night Hoe Down $10 /person

Dinner $30 / person

 
 

Budget, Ways & Means:  

At the writing of this article on August 12, 2015, nearly 
everyone has or will have their Calendars that were 
picked up at the Grand Promenade in August, in 
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Springfield. If you did not have a representative from 
your Voiture at the Grand, the Calendars will be mailed 
to you shortly.  
Let all of us please understand this, that the Grand is 
not a manufacturing company producing goods for 
profit. 
The monies we receive to keep our programs going 
come from donations.  The biggest program that we 
have to replenish our expenses is our annual Calendar 
Fund Raiser.   
In the past, maybe, but certainly not now, you and your 
Voiture are NOT expected to dig into your pockets for 
ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿere the 
employees and the 40 & 8 produced a candy bar,  like 
an avocado, walnut, yogurt with chocolate covering, 
and 40 & 8  manufacturing expected you and only you 
ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘȅ ōŀǊΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
very bad taste in your mouth.  So too with the 
Calendars. 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ά!ǿΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ϪϷϪІϧ҈ϷІІϪ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴέΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ά²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
afford to keep paying for these.  YOU ARE NOT 
EXPECTED TO OR REQUIRED TO PAY FOR ANY OR ALL OF 
THE CALENDARS! If your members want to participate 
in the program, great!  Can your Voiture make a 
donation for one or more calendars?  Again, great! 
What you should do is give each member a few 
calendars and take them outside into the community.  
You have relatives, friends and relations at work, other 
social events, weddings, sporting events, parades, 
dinners.  Approach people with a friendly attitude and 
be excited about this fund raising event that your 
Veterans Honor Society has going on that help support 
our wounded and hospitalized veterans.  It also helps 
support their children and families.  Mention that the 
program also offers student nurses small scholarships 
that help to offset other expenses. 
NEVER ASK ANYONE TO BUY A CALENDAR!  Why?  Who 
wants to buy a calendar?   
Instead, ask them to support our organizations 
programs.  If you are comfortable talking about only 
one of our many programs, then just talk about that 
program.  Ask them, if they would, to just DONATE 
$10.00 to help keep the program going. 
When you receive their donation, give them a calendar 
ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ. 
Tell them to fill out the information legibly.  Give them 
the Calendar half of the card and show them the RED 
number on the card.  Tell them the red number will be 
entered into a drawing starting January 1st 2016. 

There will be 4 ς 5 drawings per month.  If their number 
is drawn, they win a cash prize and their number goes 
back in the hopper giving them additional chances to 
win to include the $1000.00 prize drawn on December 
31, 2016. 
This is stated on the back of the calendar card. 
Remember, the Calendars are not a punishment for you 
or for your Local.  Take them outside of your Voiture 
and get the community involved.  Much can be 
accomplished if everyone takes a few cards instead of 
one trying to do too many.  Here is a good place to have 
information pamphlets about the 40 & 8 and to have 
application forms with you.  The pamphlets and 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƛƎƘǘέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘΦ 
This should be a fun project for everyone to set a 
personal goal and reach it.  It also is the means to keep 
our Grand in a position to honor our commitments to 
our fellow veterans and communities. 
This is one of the simplest ways to participate in our 
organization.  It brings us and the community a little 
closer. 
Will our Calendar Fund Raiser reach $15,000.00 for 
нлмсΚ   ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
goal. 
Robert A. Jankowski,  
Directeur, Ways and Means 
 

V.A.V.S. & S.V.H.: 

During this year which covers 365 days, there will be 
something that happens at least once at your Local, 
around your Local or in the community surrounding 
your Local.  At the very least, you attended/participated 
in the most sacred function that we can do, that is the 
honoring our dead at a funeral parlor or at the 
graveside.  Maybe you drove a veteran to a hospital, 
ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƻǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ 
observe, a Fourth of July Parade, a Memorial Day, 
Veterans Day or Flag Day event? 
Perhaps you distributed Flags to first graders, held a flag 
etiquette class.  Did you sell poppies, or do a fundraiser 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ 
volunteer at a hospital or clinic assisting with escorting 
patients, distributing coffee, staffing the information 
desk or help feed our veteran patients.  Did you throw a 
Bingo party for area blind veterans?  Did you have a 
dinner for all veterans and their families in your area. 
My point is that no matter how small or large your 
Voiture, no matter if you do or do not have a Local 
home building, there is always something that you will 
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do at least once in the coming year.  What your Voiture 
does defines you and all you do for our veterans and 
community.  You should fill out and send in at the end 
of the year, the Consolidated Report for V.A.V.S / S.V.H. 
This, among others, is a downloadable and printable 
report form found on your computer by entering < 
http://www.fortyandeight.org/forms-petite/ >  go to 
forms and scan down to the one you need. 
The easiest way to keep track of your activities and 
complete this form is to get a 3-ringed binder and 12 
sheets of paper.  Title each sheet with a service (off the 
report form).  When your Voiture performs or takes 
part in an activity, turn to that event and mark down 
the number of members attended and the numbers of 
hours travel to and from the event.   
An example:  five Voyageurs travel 10 miles, round trip, 
to attend a funeral and the time involved is 2 hours. If 
they each traveled separately, that is a total of 50 miles 
traveled and 10 hours to partake in this event. At the 
end of the year, total each sheet and place the 
corresponding numbers on the one report form.  Then 
simply mail the form to my attention.  I will take care of 
the rest. 
Of the 46 Voitures through the Grand du Illinois, only 18 
reported their activities.  The thousands of miles 
traveled and the number of hours given were 
impressive.  Imagine what we can report from the 
Grand du Illinois to National if all of our Voitures 
reported one of more activities. 
I am hard pressed to believe that anyone can give a 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ άbƻ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΗέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ    
For some of our Voitures, keeping track of your 
activities will be relatively easy because of your location 
and the size of your Voiture.  At the opposite end, the 
larger Voitures will find this a little bit challenging and 
eye opening when at the end of the year you add up all 
that you have accomplished in 365 days.  
There should also be a consolidated report sent in for all 
of the other programs in the Grand.  Select the ones 
that you will be involved with and send in a ȅŜŀǊΩǎ end 
consolidated report to the respective Directeurs. 
If you truly do not have an activity for a program, then 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άbƻ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ŧƻr 
ǘƘƛǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ A report for each 
program, activity or not. 
We can do this! 
Questions for V.A.V.S. & S.V.H., please feel free to call 
or email me.  I am in the book. 
Robert A. Jankowski,  
Directeur, V.A.V.S & S.V.H. 

 

Bravo Zulu  
 

 

2015 DǊŀƴŘ ŘΩ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 
Membership Top Dog 

Voiture 1439  
Congratulations to Voiture 1439!  After a rough start 
they made the comeback of the year to 129.41%.  Look 
forward to the 2016 Membership year and another 
outstanding performance!  Additional congratulations 
are due to all of those Voitures who met or exceeded 
100% 

409+ Lee 110.53% 

344+ Sangamon   109.09% 

1170+ Tazewell 107.89% 

1106+ Warren-Henderson 105.26% 

346+ Jefferson-Wayne 105.26% 

796+ Will 102.56% 

207+ DeKalb 102.44% 

263* DuPage 100.00% 

604*  Lake 100.00% 

1234* Chicago 100.00% 

1241* Windy City 100.00% 

433* Henry 100.00% 

391* Madison-Bond 100.00% 

516* Marion 100.00% 
 

L’Editeur Illinois 40et8 News: 

Send input for next issue to: 
Robert Cearlock 

POB 1782 
Mt. Vernon, IL. 62864 

Or 
cearlock@aol.com 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ ŘΩ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
illfortyandeight.com 

and 
Our Facebook page at 

Voiture du Illinois 
Articles do not magically appear in either the Illinois 40et8 
News or this News Letter.  Only 4 of the articles in the last 
edition of the Illinois 40et8 News were submitted.  If you 
want your Voiture to get credit for the things you do then it is 
a simple matter to take photos, write a brief description and 
send them to the address above.  Only you can make it 
better! If you have suggestions for the improvement of any of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 

mailto:cearlock@aol.com
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yourself.  We have the website, the News Paper, the News 
Letter and the Face Book page.  All of these tools are 
available to you and grossly underutilized!  I hear suggestions 
about tributes to past Voyageurs and stories about great 
events of the past at every event I attend.  I even get 
promises that they will be submitted to the News Paper or 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜΧΦƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻōligation to the 
past and to the future!  The past is history that we can all 
learn from and rejoice in but it needs to be told by those who 
experienced it.  The future is our responsibility!  We need to 
pursue it with the same enthusiasm that our predecessors 
did.  Key to all of this is communication, self-promotion and 
shared ideas and memories. Do your part and we will all 
benefit greatly.  Ignore this responsibility and we will 
continue to shrink in size and relevance. 
Public Relations Directeur - Bob Cearlock 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

40 et 8, Grand du Illinois 

Bureau du Correspondant 

P.O. Box 1782 
Mt. Vernon. IL. 62864  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA 

  

AND THOSE IN HARMS WAY ON HER BEHALF! 
 


